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BRETHREN OF THE CLERGY AND OF THE Larry are earnestly requested to inquire concerning 
Wits admitted to probate in their several parishes, in all cases where they have reason to suppose 
that property has been left by legacy or bequest to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and to communicate the facts without delay to the Secretaries. 

Information has recently been received at these Rooms, through parties from whom we had no 
right to look for it—that Wills, admitted to probate four or five years ago in a single County in this 
State, provide for legacies to the amount of Six Thousand Dollars, concerning which no previous 
advice had come to hand. 


Mission Rooms, 22 AND 23 Bintz House, 
April, 1870. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP TUTTLE. 
Sarr Lake Crry, Uran, July 15, 1871. 

Rey. anp Dear Sir: I am home for a few days from my Idaho visita- 
tion, and will be glad, with your kind permission and the help of the 
Sprrir oF Missions, to say a few words of cordial greeting to my friends. 

Whitsunday I spent in Ogden, Utah, and had the pleasure of joing 
in Divine Worship in the “ Old Tannery ” now altered into the “ Church 
of the Good Shepherd.” With his day school of thirty-five and his 
Sunday-School of sixty children, and nine-tenths of these Mormons by 
birth, the Rev. Mr. Gillogly is doing, under Gop, most sure and sound 
foundation work. But it is for us the day of small things yet, and we 
beg you, dear friends, to have patience. I administered the Holy Com- 
munion. There were three communicants. Mr. Gillogly baptized two 
children. 

On the 1st Sunday after Trinity, I confirmed eighteen in the base- 
ment of St. Mark’s Church, Salt Lake City, the class having been pre- 
pared by the faithful labors of the Rev. Mr. Kirby. Fifteen of these 
either had been Mormons or were children of Mormons, and one young 
man had been, in England, a Mormon preacher. 

“T gathered to Zion” ( 7.¢. came to Utah), he said to me, “because 
I thought it the will of the Lorn, and that I would subserve His glory 
and my own good by coming.” 

“What here threw you first out of your trust in Mormonism,” I 
asked. ; 

“The want of sincerity and morality among my Mormon brethren, 
evident to me on my first arrival,” he replied. 

Strange to say, in England he knew naught but a Mormon home, 
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from the tenderest years of childhood; and he was quite ignorant of the 
existence of the English Church. But he seems ever to have been earnest 
to seek good for his soul, and now humbly and modestly, but heartily, 
he has come with us. 

June 14, I started for Idaho Territory and made the journey of 400 
miles (300 by stage coach) in a ride of three days and nights, safely if 
sleepily and wearily. 

I was in Idaho four weeks visiting the three points of Boise, Silver, 
and Idaho City, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Miller, Rector of St. 
Michael’s, Boise. 

At Silver City, in the snow regions, we held Service June 25, morning 
and evening, in the Masonic Hall. In the afternoon we went up the 
mountain to a mining camp to marry a couple, and on the way passed 
banks of snow by the road side. At “ Fairview,” snow environed, 9500 
feet above the level of the sea, we celebrated the Office of Holy 
Matrimony. A wedding in “ high life” that, was it not ? 

At Idaho City, July 2, we held Services morning and evening, in the 
Court House, Mr. Miller baptizing one adult and six children, and I con- 
fiming five persons. 

In St. Michael’s, Boise City, July 9, Mr. Miller baptized four adults, 
and I confirmed eight. 

Idaho Territory has not increased in population during the last year ; 
if anything, it has fallen off. So uncertain are the fluctuations of popula- 
tion and prosperity in mining regions. Along with this decline of local 
needs and support, the Rev. H. L. Foote has resigned and gone to 
California, after a three years’ most faithful service in my field. The 
Rey. Mr. Miller will remain to push on his work in St. Michael’s Church, 
and St. Michael’s Parish School, the only Protestant Minister in all 
Idaho, and the only Minister of any kind in Boise City ; a faithful 
sentinel at the outposts, a very pattern of devoted fidelity and steady 
efficiency. 

Eastern helpers gave Mr. Miller two thousand dollars last year. They 
would be pleased to see how comfortable their gift has made St. Michael’s 
Rectory, and how useful and tasteful St. Michael’s Church with its cross- 
crowned tower, and recess chancel, and half transept that is shut off by 
folding doors for the Parish School. And the children of St. Michael’s 
are loving and earnest helpers on of the work of the Church. Nine of 
them have been confirmed by me. They have paid for their beautiful 
stone fount with their own money. And while I was there they pre- 
sented to me for the Church a Jarge and expensive Bishop’s chair. 

Next Wednesday I am off, (D.V.) for Montana. The Rev. Mr. 
Goddard, after four years’ faithful service in the field, has resigned his 
charge of St. Paul’s Virginia City. He has been a near and helpful 
brother indeed to me in all my work, and it is in sadness that I bid him 
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good-bye. I have now not one Clergyman in Montana—I ought to send 
two there at once. I must seek in every way to supply St. Paul’s, 
Virginia City ; and Helena, on Deer Lodge. 

We had planned to enter our St. Mark’s Church, Salt Lake City, for 
occupancy, tomorrow. But manifold delays and besetting perplexities 
forbid, and now the opening Service cannot well be held before September 
3, on my return from Montana. 

I hear naught from England. The burden of debt, grievous to be 
borne, is upon my shoulders. Iam not sorry that we have here a beauti- 
ful church. It is eminently the fit place, I think, to spend money for 
a church of beauty and completeness. But I am deeply sorry that we 
owe forit. I am humiliated that, with seventeen thousand dollars in 
hand, and proposing to build within our means, we have not succeeded 
in keeping our cost much below $40,000. And the day we enter we shall 
be in debt $15,000, if not more. The truth must be told; it is perhaps 
wholesome to be ashamed, and facts must be stated. Iam getting shut 
down to believe that there is no way of escape for me out of my 
distress, but in humble earnestness to press, during my visit to General 
Convention this Fall, a continuance of their help upon the kind Christian 
givers at the East. May I do so? Only, I dare and desire to avouch 
that money has not been wasted, or missapplied, or lost by negligence, 
or frittered in experiments, or stolen by cunning, in any degree whatever 
beyond what besets all building of large structures. Our church, of 
honest strength and complete beauty, has cost its worth, and is worth its 
cost to day. 

May it please Gon to point the way of relief of our burdens, and help 
on such relief, or send us grace to bear them further patiently and 
cheerfully, for the Saviour’s sake. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP CLARKSON. 


DAKOTA AND THE INDIANS. 
Omana, Nepraska, July 1, 1871. 


Rey. anp Dear Sir: I have just returned home from a month’s 
Visitation among the Indian Missions on the Upper Missouri River, and 
through the territory of Dakota. It would be impossible for me to put 
on paper in a single letter, or in many letters, anything like an adequate 
description of all that I saw and heard there that interested and encour- 
aged me, and that would interest and encourage your host of readers 
and givers and helpers. 

First, of the Indian Missions: These stretch now for nearly one hun- 
dred miles along the river among various tribes. We have now three 
white Missionaries—all honor to them !—Hinman, Cooke and Dorsey ; 


la 
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and five native Indian Ministers,—two of them ordained during this 
visitation—with two Mission-houses, five chapels, thirteen Catechists and 
Teachers, and nearly four hundred Indian Communicants. What a 
wonderful advance of the Divine Kingdom among a race, but yesterday 
Pagans! : 

The new Santee Mission-house, church and school-house are com- 
pleted, and are models of utility and beauty. Mr. Hinman’s arduous 
and anxious toil in their erection has nearly worn him out. You can 
hardly form a conception of the amount of physical and mental labor 
that such a work imposes upon a man in such a position. But Gop has 
carried him safely through it all. 

The Yankton Indian Mission-house and three chapels are also finished. 
_ They are smaller than the others, but very appropriate and beautiful. 
Mr. Cooke is quite as much devoted in heart and brain to the blessed 
work as Mr. Hinman. Par nobile fratrum. 


The new Ponca Mission, under the charge of Mr. Dorsey, has com- 
menced with the fairest promise. A building already erected has been 
set apart for his residence and a school; and a simple chapel, that will 
cost about $600, must be built immediately. I held a council with the 
chiefs of the tribe, in company with Mr. Hinman and Mr. Dorsey. . They 
all expressed the greatest joy in the establishment of the Mission, and 
their determination to use and profit by its privileges and ministrations, 
Mr. Dorsey has entered upon his duties among this people with great 
enthusiasm and strong faith. But he must have a chapel. I have prom- 
ised the Poncas that one shall be built for them, and I have no doubt that 
I shall find six good men, or women, who will give us each $100 for this 
chapel. It will not do to break faith with the Indians. They have an 
idea now that the only white men who keep their promise to the Indians 
are Curist’s Ministers (of whom they reckon Mr. William Welsh the 
great High Chief), and, therefore, if for no other reason, this chapel must 
be built. 


At Whetstone, eighty miles above the Santee Mission, where the Brulé 
Sioux live, there is a splendid field for Christian work. One noble woman, 
their only Christian teacher (Mrs. Washburne), has, by one year’s work 
among them, been able, by Gon’s blessing, to accomplish great things. 
During my visit here, at a single Service I baptized seventy-one children 
and youths. A Missionary at this point would have the greatest field 
I know of in the world. Think of five thousand souls, anxious for the 
Gospel, begging to be told of Curist and salvation, as teachable as 
children, and no Clergyman yet found to say, “Here am I; Lorn, send 
me !” . 

So, too, with the Indians at our other agencies, Crow Creek and 
Cheyenne. They, too, can be easily reached, if we can find the men to 
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go. At all these points now the agents are Christian men, devoted to 
the Church, and willing in every way to aid and help the Missionaries. 

During this visit I confirmed seventy Indians at the various Mission 
Stations, and ordained to the Diaconate two devoted and pious young 
Indians—Luke Walker and Daniel Hemans—and others still are looking 
forward to, and preparing for, the Holy Ministry. 

We had a convocation of all the Clergy engaged in Indian Missions at 
the Santee Chapel, on the Sunday after Ascension, and the two following 
days. Eight Clergymen were present, and twenty-five Lay Delegates, who 
were Christian Indians from the various tribes and bands. I wish that 
you and all the friends of the Indians could have been present and 
heard their discussions. 

The Lay Delegates spoke with as much fluency and force as laymen 
ever do in our ecclesiastical bodies. It was surprising to me to see such 
an exhibition of knowledge and good sense and oratorical power in a 
people so lately redeemed from heathenism. But perhaps the most grati- 
fying feature of the Convocation was the intense desire manifested by 
these converted Indians to carry the Gospel and the Church to the still 
untamed children of the race who live in the mountains beyond them. 

The whole assembly seemed to be alive with the Missionary spirit. 
This was the great burden of their thoughts, the constant theme of 
their eloquence. It was like a new Pentecostal Baptism. One after 
another, the Christian Santees and Yanktons rose and poured forth their 
fervid oratory in behalf of the immediate and persistent effort to win to 
Curist the whole Indian population. 

I venture here the prediction that, if the Church at our next General 
Convention has faith enough to send out to these people a Bishop who 
can give his undivided care and time to this one work, and Gop continues 
to bless this undertaking, within ten years there will be along the Upper 
Missouri river, 25 native Indian Clergy, 25 Indian chapels, and 2,500 
Indian communicants. 

I have now the temporary charge of this work, and feel the deepest 
interest in it, and have no desire to be relieved of any duty that the 
Church lays upon me; but I know that in order to prosecute effectively 
this vast undertaking, with its peculiar claims—in order properly to take 
possession of this wonderful field, a Bishop must have nothing else on his 
mind and heart. There is work enough here to task the energies, the 
resources, and the activities of any living man. And it is a work “swé 
generis,” and therefore ought not to be connected with that of any other 
diocese or jurisdiction. I submit this whole subject to the Church’s 
prayerful wisdom. . 

Now, for Dakota. . 

In this Territory the Missionary operations of the Church are extend- 
ing and strengthening. On Whitsunday two more Clergy were added to 
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the list by ordination in Christ Church, Yankton—Messrs. Ross and 
Townsend. There are now, therefore, exclusive of those engaged at the 
Indian Missions, six Clergy canonically connected with the Dakota Juris- 
diction. All points are occupied. In every town of whatever size our 
Services are regularly held. In company with Rey. Dr. Hoyt, I visited 
during the latter part of May all the stations in the Yankton Missionary 
district, and in the early part of June, in company with Rev. P. B. Mor- 
rison, those of the Vermillion district. The Services were all well at- 
tended. 

Sometimes we preached in churches, sometimes in private houses, 
sometimes in school-houses, and sometimes in mills. A mill is not a bad 
rural cathedral. It would have done you good to have been with us on 
the evening of the 2d of June, at the Lodi Mill on the Vermillion River. 
There was neither church nor school-house anywhere in the neighborhood ; 
but the people wanted to hear the message of the Gospel, and so they 
congregated from all around the country, and prepared for Service in the 
Mill. The good miller stopped the machinery, cleared off the floor, and 
had everything swept as clean as a Fifth avenue parlor. The ladies 
wreathed the beams with boughs and evergreens, handsome bouquets of 
beautiful flowers covered the temporary altar, candles blazed from every 
post and pillar, and a reverent audience crowded the rude benches, or 
found soft seats on all the flour bags that were piled in every corner- 
I doubt whether any of your city Rectors ever felt happier as they 
proclaimed the Gospel’s joyful tidings from under the splendid arches of 
their metropolitan temples, than’ we did as we delivered the Master’s 
Word to that large assembly, under the flowr-clad rafters of the Lodi Mill. 
Certain I am that no $5,000 quartette ever rang out such rich music as the 
“Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” and the “Lorp, with glowing 
heart Pd praise Thee,” that echoed that night around the ungilded and 
paintless purlines of the Cathedral of the Mill. 

Three new churches are now under way in Dakota; one at Swan 
Lake, one at Sioux Falls, and one (rebuilding) at Elk Point. For aid 
in the erection of these I am indebted respectively to “a Churchman of 
the Diocese of New York,” a Lady from New York City, and others. 
Gop bless them! 

Rey. Dr. Hoyt continues his supervision of Dakota Hall, and his large 
itinerancy, in connection with his Parish Church at Yankton. One of the 
new Deacons, Mr. Townsend, is Head-Master of the School and Mission- 
ary to Bonhomme and Swan Lake. Dakota Hall needs yet a few hundred 
dollars to complete it. It is flourishing and effective as an agency for 
the Church. Rev. Mr. Morrison holds regular Services in Vermillion, 
where he resides, and also at Elk Point, Lincoln, Liberty and Lodi. Mr. 
Ross has a large circuit up and down the lovely Valley of the Sioux in- 
cluding the towns of Sioux Falls, Caxton and Eden. 7 
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The Second Convocation of Dakota Territory was held at Yankton on 
the 27th and 28th of May. Four Clergymen were present, and several 
Lay Delegates. The proceedings of the Convocation have already been 
published in the Church papers. 


I have returned home refreshed and gladdened by my visitation. I 
hope that all my Brother Missionary Bishops have as much to cheer them 
in their Jurisdictions. It is a great thing to have a band of faithful 
Clergy about a Bishop in these far-away regions. Gop has surely blessed 
us in this respect. When you appoint a Delegate Meeting of the Board 
at Yankton, we shall verify Shakespeare and show you more things than 
you ever dreamed of in your Philosophy. 


(Selected.) 
THE MISSIONAR Y. 


Wao shall the willing witness be 

To sound the Gospel Mystery ? 

Who, with the Standard pure unfurled, 
Will preach the grace that saves the world? 


What, thinkest thou, awaiteth thee 

Who sayest, “Here am I, send me! 
The fields are white, the hands are few, 
And work is pleasure in my view.” 


Thy path so plain—thy crown so sure— 
Thou seemest eager to endure 

The cross of care and brunt of strife 
In harvesting eternal life. 


Go forth! But with “the things behind ” 
Leave not that discipline of mind 

Which is begun when faith begins,— 

The timely rod for secret sins! 


Regardful of those inner deeps 
Where every infant giant sleeps, 
Thence never wholly to depart 
Till rules the Gospel all thy heart ; 


And conscious there by sympathy 

Of every brother’s misery, 

Acquit thee through life’s shifting scene 
As follower of the Nazarene! 


And while thy labors outward flew, 
And words or acts thy message show, 
Thy all-sufficient guerdon be, 

/ To rise with Him Who died for thee! 
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CRITICAL NOTES ON READING AND PRHACHING.* 
By Rev. Francis T. Russeiy, M.A., Professor of Hlocution in the Berkeley 
Divinity School, ete., ete. 
ARTICLE XII. 


THE PRAYERS, ( Continued.) 
Tue Peririon. 

A marked change in the expression naturally occurs as we pass from 
the Invocation to the Petition of the Prayers. In the Invocation the voice 
of supplication is heard, but it is mingled with that utterance, which while 
it pleads by the attribute or title of the Deity, at the same time reverently 
confesses the same. For instance, when we pray, ‘“‘O Lorp, our heavenly 
FaruEr” we are confessing “Thou art our Lorp, Thou art our heavenly 
Fatuer.” In the Petition, the act of confession is absorbed in the fervor 
of the supplication, and is thus marked by a directness and singleness of 
thought which imparts character to the expression. 

It should be noted that the voice of supplication changes somewhat 
from the voice of invocation. In the latter case, the expression is affected 
by the reverential and solemn act, of the immediate and direct moving of 
Gop; while in the former we proceed to the expression of the desire of 
the soul. It may be personal in its character, as in Prayers to be used in 
Storms at Sea, touched by sympathy as in the Prayers for the Sick and 
Afflicted, or marked in a lighter degree as in the Prayer for all in 
Authority. The nature of the feeling and the degree to which it is carried 
would both tnform the expression. 

The Petition, then, however it may be intended and however varied 
in feeling it may be in the different Prayers, naturally demands a change 
of voice from that of reverential confession and invocation to that of sup- 
plication. We are to ask for something; the voice should therefore carry 
in its utterance the impression of a petition. In pleading, the voice 
naturally rises in pitch ; we never ask for what we want on a low key. In 
the voice of Prayer, the reverence of the feeling subdues the expression, 
keeps it so far suppressed that it does not lose that its primary character, 
not even in the most impassioned supplication, but the voice of the petition 
by the natural law of utterance rises above that of the solemn invocation. 
The ear should be open to mark this difference. Ifa Prayer be read upon 
one key throughout (provided it is the speaking and not the singing voice) 
there is no natural transition from the immediate invocation of the 
Atmicury, to the presentation of our petition. In sucha case, if the in- 
vocation has the proper and natural expression, then we offer our wants 
just as we confess some attribute of the Deity. The vocal expression 
should interpret the change which occurs emotionally or intellectually. 


* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1870, by Rey. A. T. Twine, D.D., in the Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of the United States for the Southern District of New York. 
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The voice of the Petition rises to a higher key than that characteriz- 
ing the Invocation. A momentary glance at almost any one of the 
Prayers would show this; the Prayer for the President of the United 
States is well marked in this respect. The degree of the change of 
voice depends in every case upon the nature of the feeling found in the 
Invocation and Petition. While in some instances the change would be 
very slight, in others it must be very marked or lose entirely its expressive 
character. There are always proprieties to be consulted which the com- 
mon sense of the reader, or his musical ear must teach him to respect. It 
is safer always in reading, to err on the side of defect rather than excess 
in expression, as the ear of the listener is less disturbed; but it is better 
still to aim at giving just character to the thought and expression. 
While avoiding, therefore, the defect which merges the voice of petition 
in that of invocation, we should be equally desirous of not disturbing 
the continuous flow of reverential feeling awakened by calling upon 
Gop. 

As already suggested in a previous article, the expression of the 
supplicatory part of the prayer is characterized, in a measure, by the 
nature of the feeling which marks the Invocation. If we call upon the 
Supreme Being by His august attributes, the feeling with which we ask 
for what we need is marked by deeper solemnity, than when our petitions 
are based upon some tender and endearing title. Contrast the Prayer 
for the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority, with 
the Prayer for a Family in Afiliction. These differ not only because of 
the difference of the subject matter of the petition, but also from the 
character of the introduction to the supplication. 

The expression of the Petition throughout must depend, in part, upon 
the particulars which are included and their character. Sometimes these 
particulars being closely and naturally related, may properly be read with 
slight variation in the expression, while in other instances, or in the 
Prayer for all Conditions of Men, they are distinct and independent and 
consequently demand a marked change in the utterance. The expression 
in reading the Prayers would be very much aided by a careful study and 
application to the expression of the analyses of the prayers in Dean Com- 
ber’s Companion to the Temple, or Nicoll’s Paraphrase of the Common 
Prayer. lf these works, or similar ones, are not at hand, the reader can 
assist himself by simply considering the different particulars of the 
prayers, and then making an effort to utter each division expressively. 
The Prayer for the whole state of Christ’s Church Militant, for instance, 
has these particulars in the Petition. 1. For ourselves the humble suppli- 
cations that our alms, oblations and prayers may mercifully be received. 
9. For the Church. 3. For rulers. 4. For Bishops and other Ministers. 
5. For all people. 6. For the congregation present. 7. For the suffering 
and afflicted. 8. The devout commemoration of the departed. 9. For our- 
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selves. Now, if the purpose of the reader be to mark each of the fore- 
going supplications, it must result in securing something to the expression 
—the particulars will not be lost in the‘hum-drum of the monotony of the 
voice. 


DISHASH AND ITS REMEDY. 
A SHORT SERMON, 
“He that believeth shall not make haste.”—Jsa. xxviii: 16. 


Festina lente—hasten slowly—is an old motto which is not yet obso- 
lete. It has, however, it is to be feared, become to a great extent, unin- 
telligible in this age of boasted freedom and expansion. Deliberateness 
or thoughtfulness, is: indeed the greatest guaranty of unfailing prompti- 
tude and true expedition; but now, as of old, it is painfully manifest that 
“haste” and “hurry” are practically almost synonomous terms. We 
seem ever prone to waste our energies in eagerness, to adopt hurry instead 
of deliberation as our counsellor, and to find ourselves the creatures of 
flurry and disappointment, instead of the organizers of expedition and 
success. So it will ever be with all who forget that the life of a spiritual 
and rational being depends upon the exercise and repose of faith in 
“every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gop,” rather than upon 
“the abundance of things which he possesseth !” 

So long as we seek our life in material wealth, in physical health, in 
social reputation, we must neglect the only source of perfect satisfaction ; 
and, in so seeking for our life, lose it. ‘Let every man be persuaded in 
his own mind,” wrote he who may perhaps be styled the catholic Apostle. 
If happiness be indeed attainable, as Christianity testifies, apart from 
the fulfillment of any worldly conditions, the true worker will never be 
tempted to forsake the beneficent career of universal duty, in quest of any 
local and ephemeral good. Ever directing the eye of his soul upward and 
onward, he will, continually and increasingly, outgrow the shortsight- 
edness which is the heir-loom of our nature, and which is accordingly nat- 
urally manifested in our undue devotion to the things of earth. His spirit- 
ual dignity will show itself in practical humility, which can joyfully 
acquiesce in any external allotment of the Supreme Ruler. Being faithful 
in the “few things,” he will indeed, in the progress of Divine economy, 
be made ruler over more and even many things; but the reward will ever 
be attained by a devotion to the incalculable obligations of duty, rather 
than by a calculating anticipation of the reward itself. Otherwise, his work 
would be one of selfish and otherwise rash usurpation, rather than of self- 
renouncing but safe deliberation. Whatever may be our sphere of action, : 
let us remember that “the liberal man deviseth liberal things, and by lib- 
eral things he shall stand.”—[From Windfalls.] 
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Ti PI a CLO: Te OB nO Xe be Ole Galea 


OR, THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 
CHAPTER Iv. 


“Wall, Mr. Flint, I guess it’s bout noon,” said the younger of two Roxburgh farm- 
ers, as he left the oxen (that he had been driving) standing in the furrow, and went 
on one side and squinted laboriously along the shadow of a tree that he used for a 
sun-dial. 

“T think so, too,” said the elder, who stood behind the plough leaning on the 
handles, “you always hit it about right.” 

The last speaker we have not met before, though he was a vestryman of St. 
Mark’s ; but the former is easily recognized. The blue coat and brass buttons are 
wanting, but there is the earnest, frank and manly face of the outspoken person who 
told Dr. Walton that his Missionary announcement was “ jest the thing.” It is Ezekiel 
_ Cheever, who was also a member of the parish of St. Mark’s. 

Mr. Norman Flint and Hzekiel Cheever were both hard-working farmers—though 
the vestryman was somewhat advanced in years, and in good circumstances. Mr. 
Flint had also a better education, for Hzekiel’s father had been able to give him but 
little schooling, and when he was suddenly taken away, the son at once devoted 
himself to the care of his mother, with whom he lived on a small farm. Yet, while 
Ezekiel was inferior in certain respects, the vestryman was no match for him in 
strength of mind; and subjects exceedingly perplexing to the Vestryman, Ezekiel 
could handle with a sort of intuitive ease. 

Ezekiel had recently taken a farm near Mr. Flint’s, and they now saw one another 
on other days than Sunday, when both with great regularity attended St. Mark’s Church, 
notwithstanding it was full four miles away. They were also accustomed to lend 
one another a helping hand about their farms. They had accordingly been at work 
together to-day, breaking out a new piece of ground on Mr. Flint’s “ Snow-down” 
farm as he called it. But noon having come, they turned out the team, and sat down 
in the shade to eat their dinner which they had brought to the field. Consequently 
they had a chance to talk ; for, during work, the cattle had occupied Ezekiel’s attention, 
while the Vestryman had to keep his eye on the plough, which seemed endowed with 
asort of intelligent depravity, and, instead of running smoothly, improved every 
chance to balk and shy. 

As the conversation progressed, Church matters were mentioned, when Mr. Flint 
said to Ezekiel: 

“So, you’re going to the Missionary meeting, Wednesday night?” 

“Yes,” said Ezekiel, “I think I orter go. I intermated to the Doctor that he 
might count on me.” 

“ You have come to be as regular as any of us.” 

“ Blieve so,” was the modest reply. 

“ Well, I must say that I did’nt expect it, at least one time.” 

“True,” said Ezekiel, “ true; did’nt expect it myself.” 

“Tm very glad it’s so, any way ; though I never knew how it come about.” 

“ Wall, its a pretty long story, and warn’t done in a minnit. I wasn’t brought 
up to the ’piscopal ways, you know. You was, so to speak, born so, while I was like 
the man whose liberty eost a great price. And so, p’haps, I think the more of it.” 

“We can hardly think too much of our Church privileges ; but really I always 
wanted to know how it was.” 


* Entered according to act of Congress, in the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, 
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This remark finally opened the way for Ezekiel, who went on to tell his story, 
which grew to quite a length. This, however, the reader shall hear, if he chooses. 

“Wall, you see, father was Congregashunal, and I wish I was half as good as he 
was, too.” 

“Yes, your father was an uncommonly good man; and, though I am a Church- 
man, I am not afraid to say it. It’s my motto to give every man his due.” 

‘Zactly,” said Ezekiel, “it’s no use of keepin’ a ~peckin’ all the time at your 
neighbor's religion. Still truth’s truth. But, as I was a sayin’, father was Congrega- 
shunal; but I wasn’t much of anything. I never took to Congregashunalism. I 
"spect there was good in it, else the folks wouldn't have paid for it. Still, you know 
the old sayin’ that what’s one man’s meat’s another’s pizen. Wall, I couldn’t stand 
them decrees, and when Elder Shumway, down at the Corners, preached ’em at me— 
for mind he allus preached at you,—I got riled up. Ef Elder Shumway, I said to 
myself, was right, what sort of bein’ was he that made the world? Father tried to 
cool me down, and sed,’Zekiel, you’ll understand it better bym-by ; but I said I warnt 
to understand it now, and father couldn’t explain, no mor’n the minister himself, 
And so, under that kind of preechin’, I begins to grow a leetle hard. It made father 
look solumn, but I could’nt help it. It warn’t his fault. Now jest about that time, 
one of them Lyceum folks from Bostun come to the Corners to lecture, and I druv 
down to hear him, as they said he was one of their smartest. He made the folks look 
a leetle scary with his ‘ews’ as he called’em. He said many things, and that the 
furst man was an ape; that is, we was developed from apes, and he put on a sort of 
‘umble look, and thought we’d better not be ashamed of our genealogy. It was 
scientific. But he didn’t tell us what the apes come from; maybe it warn’t scientific 
to foller it up, and ask what them was that come before the apes, and what was 
before them, and so on. ’Spect he was afraid that he’d git round to the Scripter 
statement, that man was furst made of a little dirt. But then, ’cordin’ to him, the 
Bible was wrong, mericles* was impossible, bercause, well, bercause they was impossi- 
ble; and he didn’t b’lieve there was any Gop after all. But I didn’t see the weak 
pints then, and was kinder taken up with his idees, as I thought it helped me to git 
red of the decrees, which I couldn’t stand no how. It kinder settled my mind ; though 
T didn’t see, at the time, I was gettin’ hard and onnateral. Wall, as I said, I was 
quite taken up for a time with the ‘ views; but bym-by it didn’t seem sech a fine 
thing after all that corn should be left to grow alone without any Creater. As for 
them juices he told about, what do they know? Poor things to depend on, but I had 
got red of the decrees! and so I didn’t care much in the end; and when the great 
maple tree that father was choppin’ fell over and killed him, I thought more of the 
“views’ than ever. Ef there wus a Supreme Power, sech as Elder Shumway told 
about, why didn’t he do things different 2” 

“Yes,” put in Mr. Flint, “ there are many things that we can’t understand 
here.” 

“ Jes so,” said Ezekiel, “but I warnted to understand everything at once, without 
Waiting to put this and that together ; and so, after the funeral, I begun to grow more 
hard, and didn’t care to go to the Corners, So one Sunday mother was a settin’ in 


* That this is a fair statement of the arguments against miracles will appear from an examination 
of the question in all its phases, from the time of Hume until now. Itis declared that a departure 
from law is impossible, therefore the alleged miracles could never have taken place. The declaration 
that a departure from law (even if miracles involve that) is impossible, is simply an unscientific deduc- 
tion, drawn from a few facts; a crude and unfounded generalization which asswmes that the declarant 
is perfectly acquainted with all the laws of the physical world. In this respect, Hume and his long 
train of followers play the part of the charlatan, and beg the whole question ; effering us the childish 
Argument that miracles are impossible, as Ezekiel puts it, because they are impossible. 
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her chair, with the big Bible open, a readin’. She seemed to read it mor’n ever now 
that Father was gone; and after she read she would set still and kinder look up in the 
air, in a strange sort of way, and then she would shet her eyes. She didn’t seem to 
see me at all, and appeared taken up with some onnateral idee. It made me feel queer. 
Once I went, when she laid down the Bible, and seed that it was open at the last 
chapter but one, and when I read it I felt jest a leetle cold; for, ef the ‘views’ was 
true, the beautiful things told there was nuthing to me. But I was a sayin’ that on 
that Sunday Mother sot with the Bible, and after she hed red_a long while she sed, 
*Zekiel, I should like to go down to the Corners to meetin’. As I sot there, ] was a 
readin’ the Agriculiuralist, and without lookin’ up I sed, Oh, it’s no use goin’ to meetin’, 
anyhow; J don’t b’lieve in Gop. Then I went on a readin’; but in a minnit I looked 
up and seed I’d made a mistake. I shell never forgit that look. She saéd nothing, 
but held on tight to the Bible, her lips all pale and close together, and her eyes full of 
tears. I’d cut her soul eenamost in two! and now I couldn’t stand it myself. There 
wus a great chunk a comin’ in my throat, and so I went strait out and sot down berhind 
the barn. Then I gota thinkin’ in earnest, and afore youd b’lieve it I come to consider 
that them ‘views’ warn’t of much account any way. I seed what they'd done already, 
and calculated what they wus likely to do, settin’ a feller against his own mother. So I 
made up my mind, and without makin’ any noise I went into the barn and harnessed 
Whitefoot, and druv round to the door jest a leetle still, and stopped and said, ’m 
ready. Mother seed me, and looked up awful surprised, and the tears come agin, 
though this time they was tears of joy. In fact,I felt better myself, but we didn’t say 
much all the way down, though I knowed sxe was pleased. But there, ’m a spinnin’ 
out, and here’s this field to be ploughed. I never cow/d make a short story.” 

The Vestryman said that as for the field he didn’t think ‘iat was in a hurry to be 
stirred up. “ We'll get it done I guess,” he said, smiling, “in time for the tall rye; 
we'd better let the cattle get a little more grass.” In fact, the Vestryman was tired 
himself, and glad of an excuse for pillowing his head on a log. So, at his request, 
Ezekiel went on with his story. 

“ Wall, ’'ve digressed,” he said, “but it’s all a part of it. I was a sayin’ that 
Mother and I went to the Corners. Elder Shumway preeched, and didn’t make me 
feel quite so oncomfortable as I expected; and after meetin’ we druv home. I seed 
plainly Mother felt better; still, I didn’t make much headway, and felt a good deal 
onnateral. The ‘views’ might be true after all. In fact, I’d suthin’ to learn yet, and 
it come. You remember the great freshet we had on the Pawtunxet River ?” 

“ Tt was when I was out West.” 

“ Wall, that wus the greatest risin’ I ever knowed. It wus in the Spring, and 
one night it grew warm and began to rain, and the snow melted up in the country, 
and in four hours there was a flood. I got up in the night to see what was goin’ on, 
and look after the cattle; but when I opened the door I stepped splash into the 
water. The river had come right up to the house! So I waited until it was light, 
and then, kinder like Noah, I put my head out of the winder to see how things was 
gittin on. Wall, I eenamost thought that the world was drownded. Still there was 
things to be seen to, and so I and Sam (that was my little brother,) went out and waded 
to the ridge, you know the place, and then walked on to the pastures and found they 
was five feet deep with water. The river was up full sixteen feet. Just then, Josiah 
Pratt come along and sed that the Pawtunxet mill had got to go. The water wus 
up in the second story, and it couldn’t stand it long. John Newman, the Watchman, 
was on top and couldn’t get off. We followed down along the ridge toward the mill 
pretty fast, I tell you, but couldn’t get very near. The sight was awful. The river 
run like suthin’ mad, and full of trees and lumber, haycocks from the medders, and 
whole houses and barns sailing along. It looked as ef Pawtunxet Village was a goin’ 
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to sea. And there wus the long brick mill, only half out of water, and the river 
rushin’ against it, while John Newman wus on the roof holdin’ on to the chimbly. 
John wus an awful wicked feller, and wus one of them that stomped when the 
Bostun man at the Corners sed there wusn’t no Creater. I don’t know what John 
thought now, for though he hollered we couldn’t hear what be sed, as the river made 
such a noise. I could see that he looked terrible, but we wusn’t able to do anything, 
and had to stand waitin’, expectin’ every minnit the mill would go. At last we seed 
it wus settlin’, and John Newman was clingin’ on to the chimbly tighter than ever. 
Now we held our breath. But it didn’t go then. At last it began to kinder teeter 
and teeter, and before we hardly knowed it the mill spread out at both ends, and went 
down. We expected it would make a great plash, but it didn’t. It took its fall in a 
pashunt sort-of way; and, when John Newman and the chimbly went under, the 
river biled jest a leetle, and then rushed on, as the Scripter says, seeking suthin’ to 
devour. That mill warn’t no account at all.” 

“ Josiah now sed that we hed better go home, and so we started with the rest of 
the folks, as it wus clear that we couldn’t be of any use. We went on slow till we 
hed got a third of the way to the house, when I on a sudden sed, where is Sam? 
Josiah didn’t remember whether he started with us or not, but I thought he must 
hey, and so we went on. But as Sam didn’t come in sight I grew oneasy, and stopped 
to wait for him, but he didn’t come. Then I guessed he left us before the mill went 
down and went higher up the river; so I walked back with a sort of feelin’ that there 
wus suthin’ wrong, but I couldn’t find Sam. Then we went where we stood at first, 
and looked at the rushin’ river. Suddenly I seed a sight that made me a sort o’ 
palsied like. It was nothin’ less than Sam a comin’ down past where the mill was, 
on top of a hay-cock. I knew in a flash how it was. He’d gone up along to get a 
nearer sight of the mill from a hummock, and the river cut through berhind, and 
undermined the whole thing, when he crawled atop of the hay. Now he wus a 
goin’ like mad, and we couldn’t help him any mor’n we could John Newman. J¢ 
wus Sam’s turn now. He knewed we couldn’t hear him, and he didn’t holler, but sot 
still on top. I could a’most see his eyes when he went by lookin’ like one dead 
a’ready. An’ so he went like a shot over the mill-dam, where the water run a’most 
level; and when we got up to the top of the hummock so as to see further, Sam wus 
out of sight. I wus staggered now ; I thought the ‘ ovews’ was right, and everything 
run loose. Josiah wus dreadful mournful, and sed at last that we hed better go back 
to the house ; and so, with a sort of sick feelin’, I went. Where's Sam, says mother ; 
but our faces all white, she sed afterwards, told the story. At last Josiah hed to say 
jest how it wus, for I couldn’t ; and you never see anything like the effect. When 
father wus brought home dyin’, mother wus calm, and looked up as ef she seed 
angels comin’ to strengthen her. But this time the angels didn’t come. There warn’t 
no strength now. Sam was the youngest, (a sort of Benjamin, you know,) a bright 
boy, and jest the stuff for a Minister, with father’s eyes and make ;—and so mother 
sot right down and covered her face. But after a while she dropped her hands slowly 
and said, ’Zekiel, don’t you think you could find his——? That was all she could 
say; but I knowed what she meant, and started for the river, while Josiah went to tell 
the neighbors that Sam was drownded. The storm wus now over, the water hed 
gone down, and the sun wus shinin’, but some how I couldn’t see. My eyes was like 
Jerimiah’s, but my heart warn’t. In fact, I was desperate. I knew twarn’t no use to 
hunt for the body, but I went because mother wanted me to. So I walked and 
walked along the river, and see nothin’. Ef found at all, it would be miles away. 
Still I kept on most three miles in the edge of the woods and fields, and come to the 
High Falls where the river tumbles straight down thirty feet. Right above the falls 
was a rocky island which was all under water now, but the top of a great apple-tree in 
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the middle wus above it, and when I got where I could hear the bellerin’ of the falls, 
I thought I see suthin’ in the branches. Still, I don’t know why I kep’ on; but as I 
come near,it looked like hay. Zhen I run, and come opposite the tree, and, would you 
b’lieve it! there wus the hay-cock plastered inter the top of the tree, and Sam atop of 
it, as comfortable as Moses in the bulrushes. A fore that, it seemed as ef there wasn’t 
any Creater rulin’ things, but now I kinder lieved there wus. Still, I was a short of 
breath, and thought I was a goin’ to be a ghost, and the feelin’s stopped pumpin’ up 
inter my eyes. At last I said, is that you,Sam? And Sam says, jes so. Sam, I 
said, how areyou? Then the little critter hollered out, All right. After a heap of 
danger, we got a boat and got him ashore, and we started for home. Sam was too 
tired to talk, you may guess, and I only sed, how did you feel when you went over 
the dam? Kinder as though it was lightenin’, said Sam. But I kep’ up a thinkin’ 
andjsed to myself, them decrees might be right any way, only Elder Shumway put 
the wrong end of the wedge furst. Clearly that apple-tree saved Sam, and how come 
it there ? It warn’t planted, but wus one of them wild things that growed of itself. 
Ef that seedjhadn’t dropped in that perticular spot, years and years ago, I wouldn’t 
a found Sam safe in the top of it. Maybe there are decrees; for what sort of a 
Creater would that be that hadnt made\up his mind? Ualf way home we met Sy 
Blanchard, and told him what had took place; and when he see I warn’t in for a 
joke, he took hold of Sam’s cloze and see that they was dry and said (after he drew a 
long breath), Sho, ’Zekiel, mericles can be done. Wall, at last we got back to the 
house, and while I wus thinkin’ how to break it to mother, Sam run ahead, and so I 
had to foller. The house was full of folks, but Mother heard the steps a comin’, and 
next she see Sam! I thought at furst she would have dropped, but she didn’t. At 
last she stepped forrard and caught him in her arms; then she went down on her 
knees and looked up rapturous like, all the while holdin’ tight on to Sam.——Wall, 
it’s no use to try to describe that. We read in Scripter of Women who received their 
dead again, but here it was ; as for the Prodigal Son, why, he warn’t nowhere. To 
tell the truth, at that time the ‘ wezs’ all bleached out.” 


OUL OF THE, DHEBRTASS 


BY THE REY. B. F. DECOSTA, 


Socrery, as well as the individual soul, has its De profundis. Out of 
its dark depths there often comes a sad and despairing cry. Seldom, 
however, has it found such complete and touching expression as it has 
recently gained through the writings of an English Curate. 

Of the author of “Episodes in an Obscure Life” I know nothing, 
except what he has seen fit to reveal. As a London Curate, officiating 
among the Tower Hamlets at the East End, he now comes forward 
with a unique record of a small portion of his experience,—a record 
that reflects equal credit upon his head and heart. Having grown gray 
in the service of Gon’s poor, he is eminently qualified to tell their story, 
in connection with the chronicles of those outcasts who seem to have no 
Gov. And, having given himself up to a Missionary life, he has found 


in his work a great reward. a 


* Episodes in an Obscure Life. New York, 1871. 
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In his introduction, he says, “ Young people, I suppose, would reckon 
me old. At any rate, [remember blooming young brides who are now 
grandmothers, and children that I have nursed have children of their 
own; but (if any man can read his own heart,) I may honestly say that 
no proffer of preferment would tempt me to leave the squalid district in 
which my hairs have grown gray.” 

Farther on, he continues: “It would be affectation—falsehood—to 
insinuate that I was always thus contented. Clergymen, like other men, 
have their ambitions, and, perhaps, have as much justification of them, 
and quite as honest a justification, as laymen have, in the hope of 
‘securing a sphere of greater usefulness.’” But, on the whole, he con- 
cludes that he was “meant to be a curate amongst a struggling people;” 
if, without conceit, he could think that he “was specially meant to be 
anything.” And, in conclusion, he is thankful that he has been able to 
throw full bodily strength with his heart’s devotion into the work at the 
East End. 

And one can hardly disagree with the verdict that he has given in 
his own case. He evidently had a genius for his work, and assimilated 
as naturally with the odd characters that he met as they did with him. 

As regards the material of this book, it would be idle to attempt an 
inventory, or, in the brief space allotted to this article, even to give any 
extracts. The reader must peruse it entire for himself, as it is inimitable 
in its way. What is here said will relate to its Missionary character and 
adaptation, in which respects it is a most useful and interesting production. 
While the reader is carried on by an irresistible attraction, he feels that 
the story is one of perfect truth, of a truth whose wonderful strangeness 
rises far above the exaggerations of fiction. The author of these 
“Episodes” has explored society to its farthest reach, and has examined 
and analyzed its dregs. Few men have made themselves more familiar 
with every grade of human misery, or sketched scenes in the lowest 
stratum of Low Life with such feeling and fidelity. We indeed hear much 
about the faithfulness of Dickens,—confessedly a master in his line,—and 
yet he falls far behind the writer under consideration in conscientious 
portrayal of truth and, consequently, is inferior in genwine effect. There 
is much about the characters of the Novelist that is wareal. Indeed, the 
very influence of his most pathetic stories proves that this is so. His 
admirers often weep over the scenes that he depicts, and then go their 
way without further concern (unless, indeed, the concern aims at a class 
or at some special abuse,) even as some men dry their eyes at the con- 
clusion of a moving tragedy of the stage, and issue forth from the theatre 
to meet the demands of genuine misery with hearts as hard as steel. The 
works of Dickens are too often like the orations of the Roman which 
caused the people to exclaim at the end, “ What a wonderful orator is 
Cicero!” But when Demosthenes spoke, the cry was, “Let us go and 
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fight Philip!” And this is the way men feel as regards wickedness in 
both high and low places, when they peruse the story of the Tower 
Hamlets. The narrative excites an earnest and permanent desire to rise 
up and carry the holy war into the heart of the sin-infected districts; to 
move to the relief of suffering, to the amelioration of ignorance, and to 
the support of all those noble institutions that have for their object the 
rescue, the enlightenment and the purification of degraded men. 

And such is always the effect of wuth, which, notwithstanding the 
dictum of Mr. Mills, has (in this case at least) an inherent power over 
falsehood. Dickens, with his wonderfully conceived glosses upon the 
London poor, may cause his readers to weep and sorrow, and then weep 
again, and so on to the end; but it is the high privilege of the unknown 
author of these “ Episodes” to excite the reader’s sympathy to great 
purpose, and, by the vivid representations of positive truth, enlist his 
efforts in aid not only of classes, but of individuals whom he would seek 
out even as the Good Shepherd saves lost sheep. This is, therefore, a 
Missionary book of the first order, and one of a class of which there will 
always be too few. 

How unpromising was the beginning of his career. When a young 
man and a junior Curate, he says: 

“T lodged in a baker’s: first-floor rooms. The residence could boast 
of some ‘amenities. When I looked out of my window in rainy 
weather, I could see—thanks to the underground bake-house—the pave- 
ment beneath a dry patch in the midst of sloppiness on all sides; and 
the snow melted there almost as soon as it fell. But, per contra, the 
sickly-sour scent of the new bread was at times almost stifling, and the 
floury ‘black beetles’ marched up in such squadrons from the bake- 
house that I was forced to keep a hedge-hog; and the antidote turned 
out to be almost as great a nuisance as the bane. I am ashamed to say,” 
he adds, “that at first my temper was ruffled by these trivial annoy- 
ances.” 

Such was the beginning of a long period of the highest usefulness as 
a Missionary to the poor, the inauguration of a career which, however 
distasteful at the outset, finally became invested with an interest that 
time still continues to brighten. 

This is a book that every toiling Missionary will find a source of 
inspiration and encouragement. While it will enlarge his views on the 
subject of humanity’s great needs, it will at the same time admonish him 
in regard to the triumphs of which that same humanity is capable. 
The reader of this article may, therefore, conclude that these “ Episodes” 
contain Lights as well as Shadows, and hopes as well as warnings; for, 
while some of the characters disappear after a time amid the fearful 

‘slums from which they emerged, others are permanently rescued and 
guided in safety on the shining way. 
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In conclusion, this is a work to which every well-wisher of religion 
will give unqualified “praise, and desire to have read by every earnest 


worker in the land. 
New York, June 26, 1871. 


JUBILEE. 
GOOD WORDS ABOUT IT. 


“Rry. anp Dear Sir :I received my copy of Tux Spirir or Mis- 
sions yesterday, and was much interested in the article on page 375, 
entitled ‘Junmexr.’ You say in it that the Services will be three-fold in 
their object, all of which I have read and think very proper. But do let 
the Laity have an interest in this Semi-Centennial Anniversary; do not 
confine it to speech-making, which the Laity can take so little part in. 
Can we not raise a JuBiLEE Funp, to which every communicant may 
contribute a dollar or more, as a thank-offering to Almighty Gop? Put 
my name down at the head of the Jusmrrx Lisr for five dollars. I wish 
I could make the amount larger, but this will be given with a sacrifice 
known only to Gop. I send this to you, having just breathed a prayer 
that the Hory Srrrrr may stir you up to start this great work for the 
Master’s glory.” 

The writer of these good words, for which we earnestly thank him, as 
well as for the pledge he makes, need not be in the slightest degree 
alarmed lest the Laity be left out of the JunmEE movement. Some of 
them are good at speech-making, and they will be looked up and asked to 
exercise their gifts of eloquence and persuasion, as well as to bestow their 
gifts of money. Others, who cannot talk, are right good in the matter of 
large contributions. They will not be deprived of their precious rights 
and privileges. The Jupiter proper terminates in October, 1871, and 
will be celebrated by appropriate Services in Baltimore during the ses- 
sions of the General Convention and of the Board of Missions. And it 
is hoped that these Commemorative Services will be followed by similar 
ones in all our large cities and towns. It is intended that every man, 
woman and child connected with our Church shall have an opportunity, 
and an earnest and affectionate invitation also, to contribute to the 
JupimeE Funp, and to do so according to the ability that Gop may have 
conferred upon them. 

It would be premature, and, possibly, worse than premature for the 
Secretaries or the Committees.to state now a definite amount to be asked 
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for. It will be better to wait for the assembling of the General Conven- 
tion and the Board of Missions, hoping and praying that these great 
bodies, embracing all our Bishops and a large number of the wisest and 
best of our Presbyters and Laymen, may be Divinely moved to name a 
sum that shall be worthy of the occasion and the cause. Meantime, 
should other Laymen feel, with the one from whose communication we 
have quoted, that there is danger, or even a remote chance of their being 
overlooked, they can forward their pledges, or, what would be better, 
their contributions, at their earliest convenience. The JuBILeEE List has 
one name and one pledge. There is space for tens of thousands and even 
hundreds of thousands more. Who will be second and third and fourth, 
and so on? 


BISHOP CLARKSON AMONG THE PROPHETS. 

Tue letters from two of our Missionary Bishops, elsewhere presented, 
are, if we know anything about value, worth the price of Tur Sprrir or 
Misstons for a whole year. It is to be hoped that all our readers will 
take the same view of the case, and that those who have not paid their 
subscriptions for a long time will be moved to do their duty, in this rela- 
tion, without delay. If what we hope should come to pass, there would 
be great joy at these headquarters and a great increase of efficiency ; 
and who can doubt that our subscribers—the delinquent ones we mean 
—having contributed to such results, would be happier and better men 
and women than they now are? There would be something nearly akin 
to a conscious growth in grace all round. 

Possibly some of our readers may wonder how the interesting letters 
to which we refer should connect themselves in our mind with delinquent 
subscribers to Tux Sprrir or Misstons; but if they knew all that we 
know, they would not wonder that thoughts of money with which to 
meet engagements sometimes very seriously disturb our prayers. The 
heading of this article does not suggest a dun, and we did not take our 
pen to write one, but the facts that the sum of nearly seven thousand dol. 
lars is now due on account of this Magazine, and that we have recently 
been obliged to pay paper and printing bills out of the general funds, 
must be held responsible for the incongruity—if incongruity there be— 
however it may fare with those who are responsible for the facts. We 
fail to see why thoughts of prompt payment do not naturally connect 
themselves with the supply of good things. 

2a 


420 Book Notices. 


Now for afew words relating to the prediction of Bishop Clarkson. 
Conditioned as it is, there is, in our judgment, not the slightest shade of 
presumption or extravagance about it. The present policy of the 
Government favors the prosecution of Mission work among the Indians. 
They are beginning to feel that honor and honesty have not altogether 
taken leave of the white man. Not only in hope, but also in confidence, 
they are beginning to look to him for, at least, a partial redress of a 
long and dark catalogue of wrongs, for a recognition of their share in 
the common manhood and brotherhood of the human race, and for 
needed guidance and help in the future. The progress of our Indian 
Mission work, considering that it has been and is now almost wholly 
dependent on individual enterprise, reminds us of the earliest conquests 
_ of the Gospel, and almost induces the thought that the age of miracles 
has not altogether past. We earnestly hope that the attention of the 
approaching General Convention will be more largely than ever given 
to the Mission work of the Church, that Bishop Clarkson’s suggestion 
regarding a Bishop for the Indians will be heartily taken up and acted 
upon, and that the call for additional Missionary Bishops from other 
quarters will be treated in the same way. 

Possibly old canons may be improved. Possibly new and better 
ones may be made. Very likely there is a need of fresh legislation in 
these directions. Certainly many precious interests call, as with a voice 
from Heaven, for fresh legislation, fresh zeal and a larger wisdom in 
dealing with the Mission work that Gop has given us to do in this land. 


BOOK. NOTICES; 


The Table of the Lord. By the author of “The Listener;” “ Curist 
Our Example,” &c. 
Stories Explanatory of the Church Catechism. By Mrs. SHERwoob. 


Christ on the Cross. An Exposition of the Twenty-second Psalm. By 
the Rev. JoHN STEVENSON. 


The Lord our Shepherd. An Exposition of the Twenty-third Psalm. 


Stories for Sundays. Mlustrating the Catechism. Revised and edited 
by A. CLeveLann Cox. 1871. 


The first four of these volumes are by the E. K. Society, and the last 
from Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, Three are chiefly devotional, and 
the rest didactic. The E. K. edition of Mrs. Sherwood’s work is said to 
follow the original, while that by Bishop Coxe is revised. 

The first work goes ovet the Sacrament of the Lorp’s Supper in a 
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general way, showing its origin and nature, and also dwells on particular 
aspects of the subject, with directions for a worthy reception. The third 
shows the New Testament character of the Psalm selected for exposition, 
and tells us how the author anticipated the great and sad scenes of 

_ Gethsemane and Calvary; while the fourth volume shows how Curis, 
having ransomed His people, leads them, under His character as a Shep- 
herd. These works are written with much care and skill, and the authors 
have invested their subjects with a deep and profitable interest. These 
are books which, if carefully read, will do good, and exert a powerful 
influence in stimulating and moulding Christian character. In these 
days, when sensational literature is so boldly invading the sacred domain 
of the Church, we cannot give too cordial a welcome to all works of the 
above permanently useful character. 


NOTICE. 

Tur Financial year closes September 30, 1871. Contributions from 
Parishes must be handed in previous to that date, or they will not 
receive credit in the Annual tables published in the Proceedings of 
the Board. 
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SHubtiec. 


Unver the blessing of Gon, the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America has reached the fiftieth year of its existence—its first Constitu- 
tion having been adopted at a Special Meeting of the General Conven- 
tion convened in October, in the year of our Lorp 1821. 

This event it is purposed to commemorate by suitable Services in 
October next, during the sessions of the General Convention and of the 
Board of Missions. 

These Services will have for their object, first: the offering to Gop of 
a tribute of praise and thanksgiving for the manifold blessings which 
He has continually vouchsafed to this Society. 

Second: The observance of a fitting memorial to the noble men 
of whose faith and devotion the organization of this Society and their 
continual Jabors therein bear ample testimony. 

And third, to make this semi-centennial anniversary the starting- 
point of new life in the Missionary work of the Church, and the occa- 
sion of special and whole-hearted, contributions to its treasury. 

It may not be amiss to remark, that although the Constitution of the 
Society was changed in the year 1835, this did not involve the forming 
of a new Society; but under its present Constitution it is the same 
Society which has existed from the beginning. 

No pains will be spared by the Secretaries to make the Jubilee Ser- 
vices among the most joyful and profitable of any which the Church has 
yet enjoyed. ‘ 

The patriarchs of the Church, who were among those who knew the 
Society from the first day of its existence, few though they be who still 
survive, will be invited to occupy the chief places in the Assembly; and 
all who have held office under its Constitution will be requested to tell 
of the past and counsel for the future. And, more than all, 

To Him wo Is ABOVE ALL AND WHO IS THE GIVER OF ALL GOOD, 
WILL BE OFFERED PRAYER AND PRAISE. It is hoped and believed that 
by His blessing there will be kindled a warmer zeal and a more earnest 
spirit of devotion in the interests of the cause which lies nearest to the 


heart of Curisr. 
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INTERESTING AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Tue undersigned is glad to announce to the Clergy and Laity of the 
Church the preparation of a History of the Foreign Missionary work of 
the Church by the late Secretary, Rev. 8. D. Denison, D.D. It will be: 
divided into two parts. 

Parr J. Containing an account of the early movements towards the 
organization of a General Missionary Society, of its actual organization 
in 1821, and of its proceedings from year to year down to the adoption 
of the new Constitution in 1835. 

This portion of the work will not be confined exclusively to Foreign 
Missions, but will embrace all that is of a general character in the Pro- 
ceedings, Addresses, measures adopted, &c. It will contain the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws of the Society, with the names of the Officers, 
Members and Missionaries, and a list of Auxiliary Societies, &c., &c. ; 
and, for convenience, will give also the Receipts from year to year 
in both departments, Domestic and Foreign. 

Part I. is now in the hands of the Printers and will make a volume 


of about 300 pages, which is the Jubilee Volume, being a record of the 


doings of our fathers in the Missionary work—which are especially to be 
commemorated by the Jubilee Services during the Meetings of the 
General Convention and Board of Missions in Baltimore in October next. 
A perusal of this volume will be a help, it is believed, to an intelligent 
understanding of the events then to be commemorated, and to.a satisfac- 


tory participation in the joyful Services. 

This volume of 300 pages, being Parr I. as above stated, will, it is 
expected, be published early in September, and subscriptions for it will 
now be received at the Mission Rooms, 23 Bible House, New York.. 
Price of volume, One dollar and fifty cents. 

WILLIAM H. HARE, 


Secy and General Agent of the Foreign. Committee... 


Seen reeeAS, ENEOLE Cees 

BRETHREN OF THE CLERGY AND OF THE Laity are earnestly requested to inquire concerning 
Wixts admitted to probate in their several parishes, in all cases where they have reason to suppose 
that property has been left by legacy or bequest to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and to communicate the facts without delay to the Secretaries. 

Information has recently been received at these Rooms, through parties from whom we had no 
right to look for it—that Wills, admitted to probate four or five years ago in a single County in this 
State, provide for legacies to the amount of Six Thousand Dollars, concerning which no previous 
advice had come to hand. . 

Mission Rooms, 22 AND 23 BrsLtE House, 

April, 1870. f 
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OUR JUBILEE.—HOW SHALL WH CELEBRATE IT? 


Every FIFTIETH YEAR was, under the Mosaic dispensation, a sacred 
year. Its special object seems to have been to correct at intervals, some 
of the social evils which inevitably creep in as time passes on, and to 
bring society back to its heaven-appointed and normal condition. The 
blowing of the Jubilee trumpets proclaimed that every man who had lost 
his liberty and become a slave, was free as Gop had made him, and that 
every man who had been forced to sell his portion of the land which had 
been at the first assigned to his family, might claim it as his own again: 

“Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year to proclaim liberty throughout the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you: ye 
shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man 
unto his family.” Levit. xxv. 10. 

Thus, in a word, the people of Gop, under the old dispensation, 
celebrated their jubilee year by beginning life afresh. 

Our Church has reached the fiftieth year of her Missionary life, having 
organized her first Missionary Society, “The Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society,” in 1821. It is proposed that this year shall bea 
Jubilee to her. 

The question arises, How shall she celebrate it ? 

Let the event be celebrated with hymns and prayers and sermons in 
every one of our Missionary stations in the Home and in the Foreign 
field. Let there be such an attendance at the meeting of the Board of 
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Missions in October next as was never seen before, and let the patriarchs 
of the Church who were active in the Missionary cause when its days 
were dark, be present to urge enterprize and holy ventures upon those 
who are coming on the field, now that we hail a brighter day. 
Let the General Convention catch the enthusiasm, and let the Spirit — 
of Missions and the needs of a Missionary Church have a fair measure 
of thought, and a due influence upon all legislation. Let all the 
members of the Church join to form a Jubilee Fund; and let each Com- 
municant feel it his duty and privilege to be a centre of enthusiasm in 
this behalf. 

All these propositions are excellent, and yet to make ours a 

PRACTICAL, OLD-FASHIONED JUBILEE, 

we must do more. The essential feature of the old Jubilee was, as we 
have seen, the restoration of the condition of things to confrmity with 
the Divine idea. Gop had started every Israelite in life a free man, 
endowed with a share in the Holy Land. The people were to see at each 
Jubilee that in every case where that idea had been lost, it was restored. 

“See that you have the Divine idea of Missions. If displaced, restore 
it,” is, then, the proclamation which our Jubilee trumpets ought to sound 
in our ears, 

We are forced to confess that it has been displaced. We believe 
this Missionary Jubilee finds far more of Gon’s people who have lost His 
idea of Missions than the Jubilee of old ever found of those who had 
lost the gift of freedom. The Divine idea of Missions is, that the Church 
should always have “rum wortp” upon her heart. That was the idea 
for the Church (“Go ye into all the world”) even when she was gath- 
ered in feebleness and timidity and ignorance about her Master on the 
Mount of Olives, and when, to the human eye, her undertaking any 
mission whatsoever was absurd. First and last, in weakness and in 
strength, it was to be her idea, “The field is the world.” 

Now, we ask in all earnestness, Have not ninety-nine men out of 
every hundred in the Church lost that idea? How many of them ever 
think what those words, “all the world,” mean? To how many of them 
is the faithful representation which our diagram gives of “the world” 
familiar. Every one of them has prayed some fifty-two times during the 
past year, “That it may please Thee to have mercy upon all men.” 
How many of them have, on one single occasion of making this prayer, 
intentionally included the 800,000,000 of heathen in its embrace? 
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We need this day, after nineteen hundred years of training, 


EMANCIPATION FROM A NARROW LOVE 


of our own countrymen merely, almost as much as the early Church 
needed it when she threw in St. Peter’s face the charge, “Thou 
wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.” Shame- 
ful as it is, it must be confessed that even when the heathen have 
been brought to our own doors, as the Indians and the Chinese have 
been, this same indisposition to do good to any but our own has shut our 
hearts to their crying spiritual needs, and to the Word of the Lorn; and 
we have let them wander in the region and shadow of death with but a 
few lean, niggard efforts to bring them to the light. Have we yet 
learned that our mission as Christians is not to our countrymen, but to 
man? Have we not substituted for the Divine idea of Missions an idea 
of our own? 

Still more, the Divine idea of Missions is not only that the Church 
shall have the world upon her heart, but that she shall immediately act 
as well as feel, and as rapidly as possible spread the knowledge of Jxsus 
Curisr and give every man an opportunity to know and serve Him, 
How determined on this the risen Head of the Church was, the Book 
of the Acts makes very evident. Why did He give His Spirit to His 
people at a time when men were present from every nation under 
Heaven, but that the Gospel might be expeditiously disseminated by 
their carrying the news to their widely separated homes? But a half a 
dozen years after the Church began her life, He urged the claims of the 
heathen upon Peter by a marvellous vision, and summoned him simulta- 
neously to a sphere of action outside the realm in which he was moving 
by the knock of Cornelius’ messengers at his door. Nothing less than a 
miraculous interference would satisfy His intense desire to send the 
impetuous St. Paul forth upon his unceasing rounds of Missionary enter- 
prise. And consider how the early Church, impelled by her-risen Head, 
prosecuted her Missionary work! She did it (if one may so speak) post 
haste. She was manifestly bent upon making the glad tidings of salva- 
tion known to the greatest possible number in the shortest possible time. 
When she was yet few in numbers, when she had not rallied beneath her 
Master’s banner many of the influential or the rich, when she was every- 
where spoken against and was struggling for very life, when there were thou- 
sands upon thousands of practical heathen in her very presence—J ews who 
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had the terrible guilt upon their souls of knowing the truth, and yet reject- 
ing it—yea, when there were heathen Roman soldiers garrisoning the towns 
of Palestine who were yet unconverted—she sent forth her sons, her best 
sons too, to Cyprus, Asia Minor, Macedonia, Achaia, Illyricum, Italy, 
Spain—in a word, throughout the then knowm world. The Persian 
monarchs sent their dispatches by messengers who found relays of horses 
awaiting them at fixed stations. Any one who will trace on a map the 
travels of St. Paul, and remembers the time in which all the ground 
was gone over, will conclude that such a messenger was he to the Lorp. 
We say advisedly that the early Church prosecuted her Missionary work 
post haste. She was bent upon making the glad tidings known to the 
largest possible number in the shortest possible time. 

Is there not need that our Jubilee trumpet should call the Church to 
claim again that great idea? Instead of a fair number of her ministers 
being messengers who carry the Lorp’s message by post, they are almost 
without exception settled down in parishes. Perpetually we hear work 
abroad disparaged by the changes rung upon the claim of practical heathen 
at home. Let them, we say, be earnestly cared for and entreated. But 
where, pray, had the glorious Missions of the early Church been if she 
had suffered the rebellious Jews, the practical home heathen of that 
day, to engross all her energies? Why, why do we never hear the 
Church saying now to home heathen as she said of old, “ It was necessary 
that the word of Gop should first have been spoken to you, but seeing 
you put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
lo we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lorp commanded us, 
saying, I have set thee to be a light unto the Gentiles, that thou shouldst 
be for salvation unto the end of the earth.” 

Everlastingly we hear it said that our Church is too weak as yet 
to undertake foreign work. 'Too weak! She has nearly 2,800 ministers. 
Had the early Church as many when she sent the Gospel to Greece and 
Italy and Spain? She has not less than 220,000 communicants. Had the 
Church half as many then? She has many men of wealth among her 
communicants, and more than half of her communicants are in, at least, 
comfortable circumstances. How many of such had the Church then ? 
She spends millions each year on Church building and other work at 
home.* She spent last year $80,668 on behalf of the 800,000,000 who 


* The amount of contributions reported for the three years ending with 1868, less contributions to. 
Foreign Missions, was $11,291,655.00. This makes an average, each year, of $369,789.00 for home work, 
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are yet outside the pale of Christendom. Have her people, we ask, the 
Divine idea of Missions ? 


THH DIAGRAM. 

Ovr diagram will start our readers, doubtless, upon many different 
lines of thought. One will notice the insignificant number of the Jews, 
and think, with wonder, of what an infinitely important part they have, 
notwithstanding, played, by Gop’s will, in the history of the world, and 
of what a standing testimony their whole history is to the truth of Gop. 
Another will have his eye attracted by the extent of Mohammedanism, 
and, remembering that it has swept away the Churches of Asia Minor, 
which the Saviour warned through the Seer of Patmos, will exclaim: 
“ Behold the scourge of faithless, lazy churches 1? Another, as his eye 
wanders over the expanse of squares which represent heathenism, will be 
staggered, his zeal will wilt, and his hands hang down, as he asks, “ Is 
it possible that, after nineteen centuries of Christian effort, heathenism 
still preponderates ?” 

Another, of more hopeful disposition and broader thoughts, will 
remember the apathy regarding Foreign Missions which has often reigned 
for centuries in large portions of the Church; will consider the disfavor 
with which work among the heathen is burdened this day in our own 
branch of it; will call to mind how many instances he has known in 
which a desire in a young man’s heart to engage in the Foreign work has 
been nipped in the bud by the scepticism which prevails in the Church, 
and even at our Theological Seminaries, regarding it; and will solil- 
oquize, Let this apathy be put aside; let the Christian Church gird her- 
self for the foreign work, and engage in it with faith and prayer, and then 
what wonders may not a Church, which nineteen centuries ago had no 
existence, and has since conquered a place in the world, and then earned 
for itself such a share in this diagram, achieve ! 

Only one thought rises to darken his prospect. The motto of the 
enemy of the Church is, “ Divide and conquer.” He has, by division, 
weakened the Church at home, and wasted her energies and brought shame 
upon her in her Mission-fields. Our soliloquist sees with sorrow that not 


all their disasters have taught Christians to hate divisions yet; that some 


But probably not more than two-thirds of contributions for home work are reported. Perhaps five 
or six millions of dollars would represent the full amount. We suppose that contributions to Foreign 
Missions, on the other hand, are pretty generally reported, as the Treasury of the Foreign Committee 
is the only accessible channel to the work abroad. 
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are ready to afford pretexts for schism and others to accept it, and the 
reply of his judgment to the anxious inquiry of his heart, what the 
relative numbers of Christendom and heathendom will be five hundred 
years hence, must be no answer at all, but the question, “Tell me whether 
Christians will in these five hundred years unite, or further divide, their 


now scattered, and, because scattered, impotent, forces ?” 


NOTICE TO MISSIONARIES. 
WE call attention of all the Foreign Missionaries of the Church to 


the Jubilee, of which notice is given elsewhere, and also to the suggestion 
elsewhere made that the occasion shall be observed at all Missionary 
stations with words of exhortation and prayer and praise. We would 
take this occasion of inquiring, also, whether there are not some of our 
congregations in foreign lands who might signalize the Jubilee by under- 


taking to support, at least in part, the ministrations which they enjoy ? 


DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS. 


We have received advices of the arrival, after a pleasant voyage, of 
Miss Scott and Miss Botts in England. They were recipients’ of many 
kind attentions there from clergy and others to whom they had letters or 
were otherwise introduced, and expected to sail thence for Africa, by the 
steamer Biafra, on June 24th. 

We are glad to announce that three of our most valuable Missionaries 
—Rey. Elliott H. Thomson and wife and Miss Fay-——-who have been in 
this country seeking health, expect to return to their field of labor, 
(Shanghai, China,) in September ; 

We regret to say that the Rev. J. K. Wilcox, Missionary at Bassa Sta- 
tion, W. Africa, has been obliged by severe illness to leave his post. He 
arrived in this country about the middle of July, and, we are glad to 
know, finds his health much improved, and expects to be able to return to 
Bassa shortly. His congregation hava been exerting them to build a 
church. They have done well, and only need about $800 to finish their 
edifice. The Committee have a little over $400 on hand for this purpose, 
and trust that the friends of Africa will make up the balance, and enable 


them to send this faithful Servant of the Church back to his field re- 
joicing. 
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WHAT BUDHISM IS. 


Ar least one-third of the human race profess to be Budhists, but 
under the general term of Budhism are included diverse, and almost 
opposite, beliefs and practices. Many of our readers must be aware of 
the great diversity of statement on the part of the most distinguished 
Orientalists concerning what Budhism is. The reason of this diversity 
is that there is as great, or still greater, diversity among Budhist writers 
themselves in the various countries of Asia where the different forms 
of Budhism prevail. The causes of this great diversity are various. 
The founder of Budhism left no writings which have come down to us; 
neither did any of his immediate disciples; indeed, as all Orientalists 
admit, the earliest Budhist works extant were not written until four 
hundred years after Budha’s death, and there are two sets of such 
works; one set being written in Nepaul or Thibet in the Sanscrit lan- 
guage, and the other in Ceylon in the Pali language. These two sets 
of works form the basis of the two great schools into which Budhism 
is divided, namely the Northern and Southern; the Budhists of Thibet, 
Mongolia, Manchuria, China and Japan being classed with the former, 
and those of Ceylon, Burmah and Siam with the latter. 

The teachings of these two most ancient series of works differ some- 
what from each other, but only to a trifling extent compared to what the 
expounders of each set of these works have done. The expositors, too, 
of the Northern school differ from each other, as do also those of the 
Southern. The Northern Budhists have also added to the sacred books 
certain professedly historical but really fictitious works, so that in Thibet, 
China and Japan, there are important objects of worship and doctrines 
which are entirely unknown in Ceylon and other Southern Budhist 
countries. In addition to all this, the so-called Budhism of the various 
countries in which a system with that name now prevails, has been 
greatly modified by previous prevailing beliefs and practices, and in. 
each of these countries the teachings believed in and the ceremonies 
followed by the great mass of the priests and people differ very much 
from what the more learned believe in and practice. Hence, the great 
diversity of statement as to what Budhism is. In fact, to the inquiry, 
What is Budhism ? it is necessary to reply, Do you mean the system 
which prevails in Thibet, or that in China, or that in Ceylon, ‘&c., and 
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do you refer to the religion of the masses and the popular writers, or to 


that of the learned few who study the ancient writings ? 


According to the most ancient works, the key to the system which 
Sidhartha or Budha®aught is found in the “ Four Sublime Verities,” as 
his followers call them, which are: (1.) Suffering exists. (2.) It is 
caused by desire. (3.) It can be ended by Nirvana. (4.) Nirvana can 
be attained by mortifying the passions and affections, and obtaining 


mental repose or apathy, somewhat like unto Nirvana. 


€4 The meaning of this word Nirvana is, calm or unruffled; ‘and the 
notion attached to it is that of endless but unconscious repose. It is 
not exactly annihilation, but wnceasing apathy. What was taught about 
it, however, was so much like annihilation that "many leading Budhist 
writers have maintained that when Budha died he forever ceased to be 
as really and truly as the light of a lamp ceases to be when its flame is 
extinguished, This is the testimony of the Rev. Mr. Hardy, in his most 
valuable work, “ Eastern Monachism.” Other leading Budhists deny 
this, and assert that it is not a discontinuance of individuality, but 
simply a freedom from all the evils of previous existence. 

The latter is probably the correct view, and it is certainly the one 
which the great mass of the Budhists now believe in. 

Of this ideal state of existence, Budha himself is said to have spoken 
as follows: “It is the end of successive existence; itis very subtle; it is 
free from decay ; it is free from delay or development of events; it is 
pure; it is tranquil; it is stable; it is free from death; its blessedness 
is great; it is uncreated or supernatural; it is free from restraint; it is 
free from sorrow; it is free from the evils of existence.” 

This last phrase looks like annihilation, but the meaning undoubtedly 
is the same as in the first phrase, “ successive existence,” or, as we shall 
presently show, transmigration. Those who reach Nirvana, he said, 
“are few. But if any one attain the knowledge that is proper to be 
acquired; if he learns the universality of sorrow; if he overcomes that 
which is the cause of sorrow, and if he practices that which is proper to 
be observed, by him the possession of Nirvana will be secured.” 

The great body of the people of India, at the time the founder of 
Budhism appeared, believed in the Brahminical doctrine of Metem- 
psychosis, and this Oriental migration embraces a much wider range 
than the Pythagorean with which the classical reader is familiar, 
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Beings who are subject to its cycles not only pass through all forms of 
existence, from the lowest unorganized masses and shapes to the highest 
and most, intelligent manhood; but they also descend into infernal 
regions and endure millions of years of suffering, “nd ascend to celes- 
tial regions and become there high and glorious intelligences, 

Manhood is the period of probation, and according to the issue of 
that trial, is the duration of suffering or happiness while making the 
fearful round ; nor can a person escape repeating these rounds, however 
virtuous he may have been. Even celestial intelligences, and most 
blessed spirits must descend, after a greater or less duration, to run 
round again the awful course. This terrible doctrine hung like a black 
cloud over the horizon of Sidhartha or Budha’s life, and the great 
object of his life was to find some method by which he and others might, 
after a shorter or longer period, escape the interminable round—a round 
in which the suffering is of so immensely longer continuance than the 
happiness. 

He flattered himself that he lad solved this problem by his theory 
of the Nirvana, which, most simply defined, is a cessation of transmi- 
gration. He was not so much in search of a positive good, as an 
extrication and deliverance from evil; and even annihilation would 
have been a welcome doctrine to him, as it has been to many of his fol- 
lowers who have so interpreted his teaching concerning Nirvana. It is 
infinitely better to be annihilated than to transmigrate eternally. But 
a more correct view of his teaching is that of an eternal existence free 
from all the evils of previous existence. It isa very ideal and sublimated 
state, but one in which there is no discontinuance of individuality, and 
in which the individual is in perfect and unending repose. This is the: 
cardinal doctrine of Budhism, and the great secret of its immense suc- 
cess; for throughout all Southern and Eastern Asia, the great body of 
the people having from time immemorial believed in the migration of 
souls, have welcomed this promised deliverance from its awful evils. 

How anxious we should be to make known to these people the truth 
concerning the future, and to proclaim to them that life and immortality 


which the Gospel has brought to light. 
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SOME OF THE TEMPORAL BENEFITS OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. , 


Former ty, the west coast of Africa was quite unsafe for trading vessels, 
and the massacre of those on board of them was not an infrequent oecur- 
rence. About twenty years ago, the natives of a part of the coast which 
is now included in Liberia, killed all the persons on board a foreign vessel 
except a boy who hid himself in the hold. When this boy was compelled 
to come forth from his hiding place and go ashore, some of the natives 
who had visited our Mission Station at Cavalla, took pity on him, and 
through their efforts his life was spared, and he was directed how to find 
our Missionaries. He was of course kindly received by the latter, and was 
by them instructed in the truths of our holy religion. He became an 
earnest Christian, then a Candidate for Orders, and then a preacher of 
the Gospel to those very natives who had killed all his fellow voyagers. 

Massacres similar to the above took place on many parts of the African 
coast. They were often occasioned, it is true, by wrongs inflicted on the 
natives by foreign slave-traders and others; but wherever Missionary 
labors have extended, these retaliations do not take place, and the establish- 
ment of Missions has proved to be a most effectual method of putting an 
end to the slave trade itself, and of greatly extending honorable com- 
* merce on the African coast. The distinguished traveller, Captain Speke, 
testified on his return to England, that, unaided by Missionaries on shore, 
foreign ships of war on the coast were ineffectual in putting an end to the 
slave trade. This eminent explorer was a great advocate for Missionary 
labor and a liberal contributor to the cause. 

Along the coast where lawlessness and violence not long since reigned 
supreme, there are now between sixty and seventy Missionary settlements, 
which are the centres of Christianity ; civilization, agricultural operations 
and commerce is increased to twenty millions of dollars annually; and in 
this commerce, one thousand ships and two lines of steamers are employed. 

But not alone is the coast of this vast continent being rendered safe 
for those engaged in mercantile pursuits, but to some extent the interior 
likewise. ‘The agents of the Church Missionary, the Basle, and the 
London Societies, are penetrating into the interior, and in the same pro- 


portion as the area of Missionary labor extends, that of safe and lawful 
commerce extends also. 
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The venerable Robert Moffatt has been some time7past at the interior 
station of Kuruman, and in an address since his return home he said: 


“Tt was not very long since it was considered a most dangerous ex- 
periment to travel in the interior ; in fact, it was not safe to go half-a-dozen 
miles from the Mission Station. Now he was happy to say, through 
the influence of the Missionaries the natives had been so far brought 
into a state of civilization that they could be depended upon, and it was 
now quite common for traders and others to; travel through the very midst 
of the natives without the least fear of being plundered or interrupted. 
It would be remembered that in former times traders were often basely 
murdered by the natives, and people who went into their midst were not 
permitted to return; but now all fears had been dispelled.” Formerly, the 
natives would not buy of the traders, not so much as a pocket-handker- 
chief, unless, perhaps, a few beads or trinkets. Now, seventy thousand 
pounds worth of British manufactures pass yearly into the hands of the 
native tribes near and about Kuruman. Again, there was a time in our 
station when there was but a solitary plough, and that was the Missionary 
plough, a Dutch one, and a very clumsy thing to boot. Now the natives 
have their ploughs by hundreds. There was a time}when the man, the 
lord of creation, would select for himself such a choice work as sitting 
under the shadow of a tree while his wife worked in a field from morning 
to night with a heavy pick. Now she has the comfort of seeing him 
plough his field. Now the very people who formerly would beat any 
Northerner in taking care of his bawbees, show a wonderful liberality 


which the Gospel has developed amongst them.” 


We have thus, in this and previous articles, given illustrations from 
various fields of how greatly the shipping and commercial interests of 
Christian nations are benefitted by foreign Missions. It is one of the 
most important of the reflex temporal blessings of Missions, and those 
who are more immediately benefitted should be very liberal contributors 
to the cause. 

In a former article we cited the case which occurred last year, of some 
shipwrecked sailors being succored by natives of Terra del Fuego, who 
had been under Missionary teaching. Since that article was written, 
accounts have been received of the massacre of the Captain and three men 
of an English vessel (the Propontis) by the natives of the northern part 
of Fuegia, which part has not yet come under the influence of Mission 
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work, The Captain was induced to go on shore by a promise of wood 
and water, but he and his companions were soon killed by the savages, 2 
great crowd of whom attempted to take the vessel; but providentially, the 
wind freshened and those on board were saved from death. 

Intelligence has also been received of a severe conflict between the 
Coreans and a United States fleet under command of Admiral Rodgers, 
the originating cause of which conflict was the massacre by the Coreans 
of the officers and crew of the General Sherman, an American merchant 
vessel. Now, had Missionaries been on that coast, that massacre, and this 
conflict, which has already cost considerable in life and money and may 
yet cost immensely more, would not have occurred. 

Christian people cannot bless heathen lands with the Gospel without 
being blessed in many ways themselves; and they cannot let those nations 


go unblessed without having to suffer in some way themselves. 


INTERESTING LETTER FROM GREECE. 
ATHENS, GREECE, July 13th, 1871. 


Dear Sir: «As our scholastic year has just closed, allow me to give 
you a short account of the annual examinations of the Mission-school, 
which took place last Thursday. 

Early in the morning, about four hundred bright and happy little 
faces were assembled in the school-court, waiting to do the honors of the 
day. About eight o’clock, the higher classes took their seats on the 
gallery at the end of the large hall, and long before nine o’clock the body 
of the hall was crowded by the parents and friends of the pupils. There 
were also present many persons of distinction. 

The duties of the day began by chanting “ Holy, Holy Gop.” The 
first class was examined on the baptismal promises (questions prepared 
by Mrs. Hill), and answered in the words of Scripture; they were also. 
examined in Greek, geography and arithmetic. The second class was ex- 
amined in Sacred History from the departure of the Israelites from Egypt 
to the death of Moses. And the third class was examined on Genesis, i., ii., 
ill., lv.. Questions for both classes on the above lessons were also pre-— 
pared by Mrs. Hill, and answered in the words of Scripture. These two 
classes were also examined in geography, grammar and arithmetic; 
closing with a prayer and blessing. Afterwards the pupils took their 
places on benches along the side of the hall. The infant school entered 
singing a marching hymn in Greek. The more advanced infants lined 
the other side of the hall, and the younger pupils occupied the gallery. 
The more advanced infants recited St. Stephen’s speech, contained in the 
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‘seventh chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and part of the 119th Psalm. 
The infant department is always the most interesting and attractive in 
these examinations. The exercises were both religious and secular, in- 
terspersed with hymns and infant songs. 

The examinations closed with an exhibition of the children’s pro- 
ficiency in music, when they sang a very amusing piece, imitating various 
musical instruments, very much to their own delight and the great 
amusement of their auditors. 

Among the distinguished spectators were the Archimandrite Latas 
(the Knox of the Eastern Church) and the Archdeacon of the Metro- 
politan of Greece. The Metropolitan had expressed a desire to be 
present, but was prevented by an attack of gout. 

Although there were many learned ones present, yet all seemed to 
enter into the spirit and enjoy the amusing and instructive exercises of 
the little ones, some of whom were not quite two years old. 

To sum it up ina few words, the examinations were very satisfactory. 
Priest, parents and philosophers thanked and congratulated us with tears 
of gratitude for all that we had done and were doing for their little ones, 

We have every reason to thank our Heavenly Farner for His good- 
ness to us during the past year, and take courage for the future. 

I remain with sincere regard, 
Yours most respectfully, 
Marron Murr. 


CHINA: 
INTERESTING COMMUNICATION FROM REV. NGAN YUNG KIUNG. 


Tue following description, by a native, of the painful position and 
mental conflicts in which the confession of Curist involves a Chinaman, 
will, we believe, touch a cord of sympathy in many hearts in this 
‘country, and provoke the exclamation, “ As in water face answereth to 


face, so the heart of man to man.” 


This month completes the third year of the Protestant Episcopal 
Mission in Wuchang and Hankow. Though last in the field, we con- 
gratulate ourselves that it shows a larger number of ordained Mission- 
varies, than any of its contemporaries, Romanist excepted. As a native, 
I heartily thank the Lorp of harvest for sending forth laborers into this 
His harvest, and putting into the hearts of His people to take a con- 
tinued interest in my heathen countrymen. On the other hand, I lament 
that our visible results seem incommensurate with the means, because the 
end of three years finds us with only twenty-one converts in Hankow, and 
five in Wuchang. As to ourselves, holding our commission from above 
and from the Church, we dare not but be faithful in our daily work; but, 


438 China. 


yet, alas! our progress is slow. Would that it could be quickened thirty- 
fold, sixty-fold, yea, a hundred-fold! And for myself, individually, who 
come in and go out among my people, my heart longs for the downfall of 
idolatry and the triumph of the Muss1an’s kingdom. But, be the retard- 
ing causes what they may, it is a satisfaction to me, that I am spreading 
the truth of “ Curisr and Him crucified.” It must not be forgotten, that 
Missionary work has a secondary influence, and brings forth what I may 
call hidden fruits. For, is the name of Jusus becoming better and more 
widely known? Is faith in idols giving way? If it is, a secondary in- 
fluence is at work which is fraught with hopes for the future. It is im- 
possible that truth can be proclaimed from day to day, without gaining a 
firmer and firmer hold in the heart of this people. The current of the 
Yangtsz, which I cross and recross six times a week, is constantly shifting: 
the sands of its bed, so that, during low,;water in winter, great care is needed 
to trace out the channel from day to day. The progress of this shifting 
is unseen, but not the less the fact, and effecting sub-aqueous changes. In 
like manner, our preaching the Lorp Jesus, though gathering but a few 
baptized persons, is working out a sure change in tke religious character 
of the people. I am not far from the truth when I say that a large 
number of my hearers have had their minds so aroused by the truth that, 
were they in different circumstances, they would not hesitate to embrace 
it openly. I once spoke of the reasons why Christianity seems to be un- 
acceptable to the Chinese. There is another set of reasons why many 
who hear of the “better way” are yet “far from the kingdom of Gop.” 


FIRST REASON. 

There is at this moment a vast disproportion between Christians and 
heathens. There are, by the latest returns, only 5743 Protestant Christians 
in the whole country. A man enters our chapel, hears the Gospel, under- 
stands it, and is convinced; he goes out, and is thrown in a heathen 
throng; he finds no sympathy, no kindred mind to utter a word of 
encouragement, no friend to break in more light; the truth languishes, and 
his mind is lulled to indifference and inaction. But it would be wellif this 
negative disadvantage were all. Said a man to me, “I know Christianity 
is true, and I ought to embrace it, but my relatives and friends will 
oppose and persecute me, if I do so. How can I,” added he, “bea 
Christian in the face of so great a hostility 2” Said ariother whom I 
called upon on Chinese new year, “I cannot go contrary to my parents.” 
These considerations explain the fact which I have stated above, that of 
twenty-six members added to our Church, but five belong to the Wuchang 
station. Hankow is a trading port, and Wuchang the provincial capital. 
The former is to the latter as New York to Albany, or Philadelphia to 
Harrisburg. In the one, a large proportion of residents are from abroad,. 
and are mere sojourners carrying on business, They have no relatives or 
friends immediately around them; perhaps they do not know even their 
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next door neighbours. Here, no one troubles himself about the creeds of 
his fellows, and so each one feels greater independence in his actions. In 
the other, the people are more settled; they have lived in the same house, 
or in the same street for years, or perhaps generations; their relatives 
and friends from childhood are within a circle whose radius is not long ; 
they are well known in their respective classes of society. It is evident, 
at a glance, that to be Christians, the latter have to encounter greater 
trials and more bitter opposition than the former. 

This fear of man has a demoralizing effect, too, even on those who have 
already joined the Church. Like Nicodemus, some confess that Curist 
is “a teacher come from Gop” only in the night. Like Bunyan’s Chris- 
tian, others have their Christianas and Obstinates to dissuade or force 
them from the pilgrim’s path. One of our Christians has been fre- 
quently absent from Sunday worship. When remonstrated with, he said : 
“ As sure as Sunday comes, so sure my wife belates breakfast, or hides 
my cap, shoes or garment, to prevent my attending.” “ But,” replied I, 
“in matters which are right and proper, you ought to take stand as a 
man.” “Yes, but the neighborhood will stir up against me, and I 
dare not face them all.” This man, with his wife and two children, had 
staid four months in the Mission’s hired house in which I lived, on 
account of his own home being inundated, and during that time she 
never entered the chapel, which was under the same roof, though in- 
vited and urged by myself, and afterwards by the Bishop. Now, it is 
not that she herself has any objection to the Christian religion (for in- 
deed she says she has not), but it is the ridicule and outcry of their 
relatives and friends which sting her and set her in opposition. The 
children are withheld by the mother from baptism for the same rea- 
son, in spite of our constant exhortations. 


Doubtless there is a wonder why no Wuchang or Hankow man has 
offered himself to the service of Curisr. Indeed, such a one is greatly 
needed. More than one have mentioned it, but in this way: “T like to 
be a minister, but to serve in Shanghai or Pekin, where the Church has 
also stations, and not here.” “And pray what 1s the reason ?” “ Be- 
cause the Chinese despise Missionaries, and, if I were one, all my rela- 
tives and friends will either disown me or persecute me for the disgrace 
which my course reflects on them.” 


‘ 


SECOND REASON. 


This is the loss of the world, which, to an unregenerate man, is the 
all of life. Like veins in a human body, heathenism runs through the 
whole system of Chinese society. Not a literary degree is conferred, 
not an honor given, and not an official is created or installed, without 
more or less of heathen ceremony. Not a wedding, not a funeral, not 
an entertainment takes place, not a trade is begun and carried on 
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separable from worship of idols. A man becoming a Christian must be 
prepared to forego honors, wealth, society, and to brave the time- 
honored customs and manners of the country. Alas! he shudders at 
the sacrifice, and goes not forward. 


THIRD REASON, 


But yet there is another, and this is the poverty of the country. It 
is as much as many can do by toiling from morn to eve and “ from youth 
to hoary age,” to gain a livelihood. The worship of idols has no specific 
time, and rarely interferes with business. A man may offer his incense 
and candles, burn his mock-money, and prostrate three times, on his way 
to store or shop, or he may send his wife or servant to act as proxy. 
But Christianity has its stated days and hours of worship, and in them, 
too, no manner of work shall be done. A man becoming a Christian 
vows to obey the law. He sees the difficulties, and hesitates. Often 
have I heard, “Ah! but I cannot come every Sunday.” So much is 
the strictness of Sunday observance believed to affect the progress of 
Christianity that a Missionary of another denomination once mooted the 
question whether, under the circumstances, it is not well or even lawful 
to relax it. 

HIS FAME IS SPREADING ABROAD. 


Feeble as our visible results may be, no one can deny that the name of 
Jesus is becoming more widely known. It is a comfort to us to know 
that for every one who is baptized there are hundreds who are more or 
less “pricked in their heart,” and this conviction will, in Gop’s ap- 
pointed time, work out its destiny. Hitherto, there have been but three 
religions known to the Chinese. To-day, however, Christianity is a re- 
cognized fact. Let me confirm this by some incidents : 

When Messrs. Hoyt and Boone’s new house was being built, there 
were among the carpenters several who were members of the London 
Mission. The god of the carpenters is Loo-pan. At that time some 
festival was going on, and all of the craft were compelled to contribute 
to the expenses. Four collectors came on the premises, and exacted 
money, but exempted those who were Christians, as soon as they learned 
the fact. 

Again: in the district of the city in which I now live, there is a 
small temple and a small god, I say small, because he is small in office 
and small in the idol which represents him. He is called Too-ti, and is 
believed, as the name implies, to have protection and control of this 
district. Every now and then offerings are paid to him, in which the 
people living within the limits are expected to bear a part. A few days 
before the event, narrow strips of red paper are posted on the doors of 
all houses, on which is written, “On ——day, thanksgiving is to be 
offered to the god.” This is a notice to people to bring their candles, 
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incense, etc. Strange to say, though I have lived here nearly a year, 
my doors have never been graced by one, though my neighbors have 
theirs regularly. 

These incidents prove that the fact that Christians worship no graven 
images is an understood thing. 

A NEW CHAPEL BUILT. 

This is a small building, 15x30, and adjoins Messrs. Hoyt and Boone’s 
house. It was opened for worship for the first time on Christmas Day. In 
this I now hold Services, with the converts, families, servants and school- 
boys; and Messrs. Hoyt and Boone the same in English for the members 
of the Mission. Mr. Boone gives me his aid on the harmonium in the 
singing. The chapel will always be used as such. Daily public preach- 
ing will be held in the business part of the city as soon as we may 
succeed in buying a lot. One hundred dollars of the cost of the above 
were given by the former scholars of the Mission boarding-school in 
Shanghai. Probably more might have been given, but Rev. Wong Chai 
circulated his subscription-list for a harmonium for his church at the 
same time, so that the same persons were obliged to meet both calls. 

I am sorry that, from various causes and difficulties, we have not 
succeeded in buying a suitable lot and house in the business part of the 
city, where we can hold public preachings. The chapel above mentioned, 
together with the dwelling-house, is in a quiet place, where no general 
congregation can be gathered. For, with Christians, they go to the 
church, but with heathens the church must go to them. We have also 
attempted to rent, but failed. Our difficulties here may be stated thus: 

If, on being questioned by the landlord, we plainly state the object 
for which we rent it, then our success is hopeless. He will refuse, even 
though offered many fold the rent. 

If, happily, he forgets to ask us, our case is no better, for, according 
to the custom of the country, every tenant must produce a respectable 
citizen as security, who, in fact, is a guarantee that no illegal or objection- 
able proceeding shall be carried on, and that rents shall be paid promptly. 
And such a citizen we cannot get, for he knows he will be exposed to the 
odium of the public, if not to open abuse. 

But, supposing that we have run the gauntlet of all these and taken 
possession of the house, then how? Just three years ago, the Bishop and 
I rented a temporary home. As soon as the landlord learned that a 
foreign Missionary was moving in, he locked the door. It was after much 
vexation that we finally got in. The first Sunday after we entered, it 
rained heavily, and, though in May, the weather was cold. Every room 
in that house leaked, and the bed-chamber, which was the only one 
floored, the worst of all. We were obliged to pack and walk. We after- 
wards learned that the owner had previously ordered the roof to be 
cracked in order to drive us out, and in this he succeeded. So now sup- 
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posing that we have secured a house, “then how?” The probability of 
being turned out, that is all. 

2enting, therefore, seems to be out of the question. Buy we must. 
Even now, I am negotiating secretly and warily. Indeed, within the last 
two weeks, I have gone into the real estate line with a will, under in- 
struction from the Bishop. I hope, before long I will be able to report 
success. In the meantime, I occupy the chancel with Mr. Héhing in 
Hankow, three times a week, for public preachings. 


A NEW DAY SCHOOL. 


November last, Messrs. Hoyt and Boone and myself, agreed to con- 
tribute a monthly sum for the new day school we established outside the 
city gate, half a mile from ourhomes. We found that inside it we could not 
compete with the native charity schools. All things being equal, the latter © 
will be preferred by heathen parents to ours. In the country, we have a 
clear field. The present number is twenty three including four girls. 
Their ages are from 9 to 12. Messrs. Hoyt and Boone alternate in 
accompanying me to examine the lessons every Monday. The exercise con- 
sists in hearing recitations memoriter in any or all of the books they 
have studied. A book of marks is kept, and after each examination every 
child’s standing is read out to him. This constant visit, which, indeed, 
seems to be a trifling duty, is necessary in order to insure faithfulness in 
the teacher, and diligence in the scholars. Our religious books are studied 
every day. We dismissed two who refused to do so. Last Sunday was 
the first time they came into the city to attend Services. For in this or 
any other branch of our Missionary work, we are obliged to proceed warily, 
for our motives and objects are often misjudged and put in the worst 
possible light. 

Our difficulties are many; our disappointments are often bitter, but 
we thank Gop and take courage. 

Nean Yune Kiune. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Pioneers and Founders ; or, Recent Workers in the Mission Field. By 
C. M. Yonex, Author of “The Heir of Redelyffe.” Macmillan & 
Co., Publishers. London and New York: 1871. 

Tue object of Miss Yonge in this volume isnot to give a history of 
Modern Missions, but simply the biographies of some of the most dis- 
tinguished English and American Missionaries of the last two centuries. 
She has selected those men whose biographies are most complete, most 
illustrative, and have been found most inciting to stir up others—repre- 
sentative men as it were. These Missionaries are Elliott, Brainerd, 
Schwartz, Martyn, Carey, Marshman, J udson, Marsden, John Williams, 


Acknowledgments. 443 


Allen Gardiner, and Bishops Middleton, Heber, Wilson, and Mac- 
kenzie. 

While showing the success which attended the labors of these men, 
Miss Yonge says that modern Missions would have been vastly more 
successful had it not been for the apathy of the Churches at home, as 
shown in the extreme difficulty of obtaining means. ‘This it is,” she 
says, “that has more than anything tended to bring Mission work into 
disrepute. Many people have no regular system nor principle of giving 
—the much-needed supplies can only be charmed out of their pockets by 
sensational accounts, such as the most really hard working and devoted 
men cannot prevail on themselves to pour forth; and the work of collec- 
tion is left to any of the rank and file who have the power of speech, 
backed by articles where immediate results may be dwelt upon to 
satisfy those who will not sow in faith and wait patiently.” 
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RESULTS OF OUR WORK.—EXAMINATION OF 
QORMSCHOOLS: 
J—HOFFMAN SCHOOL, FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY. 
Rr. Rev. B. B. Sur: 

Rt. Rev. and Dear Sir: Having been present at the Examination of 
the Hoffman School, under the charge of Alfred B. Lind, we would here 
record our gratification at the results of his training, which were manifest 
upon that occasion. To him and to his assistant, William Jennings, is 
due the present flourishing condition of the Institution. We have great 
reason to be thankful that, in the all important work of educating the 
children of the freedmen, we have secured the services of two of the 
same race, well qualified to impart what they themselves have acquired. 

One of the undersigned, the Rector of Ascension Church, Frankfort, 
would mention, with special commendation, a class of girls in English 
grammar. They were summoned before him, on the first day of the Ex- 
amination, after the prescribed exercises had been completed, and without 
any previous notice. The day after this had been fixed for the trial of 
the higher classes. The class to which I allude was called up sooner, 
because a previous engagement would prevent the Rector from being 
present on the second day. Several complicated sentences were written 
out by the Principal, on the blackboard. The questions in parsing were 
answered with a readiness and intelligence which showed that these girls 
had not only stored their memories with the Jetter of the rules, but had 
grasped the principles which underlie them. 

Luctmn C. Lance, Rector of Ascension Church. 
Wixtram Fiynn, Deacon. 

The Bishop of Kentucky has kindly forwarded to us the testimony 
of another witness on this subject, Mr. Wm. Thurmond, of Virginia, 
who is, as the Bishop says, an experienced teacher and a friend of the 
race. 

Rigur Rey. anp Dear Smr:—According to your request I attended 
one of the Examinations of your Hoffman School, and was most 
favorably impressed with everything I saw. A good many of the 
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children were examined on English grammar and arithmetic, and 
answered remarkably well. The general appearance of the school was 
decidedly good. All the children were clean and neatly dressed, and 
their deportment during the exercises was excellent. From everything 
that came under my observation your teacher has discharged his duties 
with zeal, ability and fidelity. 
With much respect your friend and obedient servant, 
' Wma. THuRMOND. 


Il—ST. STEPHEN’S SCHOOL, PETERSBURG, VA. 
FROM REV. J. 8. ATWELL. 
JULY 8TH, 1871, 

Ovr school was closed on the 29th of last month, after a careful Exam- 
ination, in the presence of parents and friends. The local editor of one 
of the city papers was present, and couches the proceedings in stronger 
language than it is my province to do. I therefore forward you the ac- 
count, to which I may add, that the Examination lasted two days. The 
number of pupils in attendance was 112 on the first day, and 118 the 
second day. The Rev. Dr. Murdaugh, of Maryland, and Rev. Mr. Gib- 
son, Jr., were present, and made excellent addresses, expressing the great- 
est satisfaction and pleasure. 


The editorial referred to in the preceding communication is as 
follows : 

ST, STEPHEN’S COLORED SCHOOL. 

We attended on yesterday morning the Examination of the St. Ste- 
phen’s Colored Episcopal School, which is supported by the “Home 
Mission to Colored People of the Protestant Episcopal Church.” The 
superintendent of the school is the Rev. J. S. Atwell, with his wife and 
two assistants as teachers. We-witnessed the examination of the primary, 
and several other classes, and were astonished to see how far advanced 
these children were. They were examined in reading, spelling, geogra- 
phy and arithmetic, and answered all questions (as far as they had 
advanced in these studies) with an accuracy that would have been credit. 
able to many scholars who have had better opportunities. We have 
never seen a child who could read better than Bailiff Robinson’s little 
daughter, only five years old. 

In connection with the daily routine of school studies, these scholars 
receive religious instruction of no ordinary character. The Superinten- 
dent and teachers of this school have labored for nearly two years, with 
commendable energy, to make the institution an useful one; their success 
has been fully realized, and if our white people, generally, were familiar 
with the great good that grows out of this noble enterprise, they would 
unite heartily with us in the praise of the Rev. J. 8. Atwell as an ardent 
worker for good results. He has, with the assistance of the white 
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Episcopalians, built a neat chapel, and gathered to it a congregation com- 
posed of some of our best colored citizens. He has organized this school, 
which is composed of the children of his congregation, and there is 
scarcely half a dozen scholars in it who cannot read or spell. Such a | 
man in the midst of the ignorant colored people of the South, is a 
blessing to any community. His official efforts are worthy of the highest 
encouragement, and we respect him for the zeal and energy he displays 
in this great and good work. 


ANOTHER WORD FROM THE SOUTH. 

We copy from a Southern journal a portion of an address on Educa- 
tion, by a resident of Georgia, who seems fully alive to the importance 
of both Christian and secular instruction among the great body of African 
people throughout his State. 


Speaking of schools, he says: 


“We must not overlook the interests of the colored people. The law 
has made them citizens in our midst, and we should endeavour to make 
them as good citizens as possible. They are thrown out upon a heartless 
world to take care of themselves, and how poorly qualified are they for 
the task! We should commiserate their condition, and lend a helping 
hand to elevate them from their degradation. Their days have been 
spent in our service—many of them have been faithful servants; and 
when our armies were in the tented field, they cultivated our crops and 
protected the wives and children at home, and shall we now refuse to 
help them? If left to themselves, they will soon lapse into the worst 
forms of heathenism, and, as such, would be a dark reproach to this 
boasted era of Christian civilization. No, fellow-citizens, we owe them a 
debt of gratitude for the past; and since they have been made citizens, 
we owe it to ourselves, as well as to them, to elevate and make the best 
citizens of them possible. Let us harbor no prejudices, no ill-feeling, 
towards them, but pity their ignorance, learn them to read their Bibles, 
keep their little accounts, know their obligations to society, understand 
the nature and binding force of contracts, and recognize the various re- 
sponsibilities which devolve upon them as citizens and constituent mem- 
bers of the body politic. This can only be done by developing their 
minds; and, taking a purely selfish view of the matter, we should be 
stimulated to active exertion in their behalf by self-interest ; for an igno- 
rant element is always a curse and a drawback to all social and political 
prosperity, while, on the other hand, the more intelligence there is among 
the people, the higher will be their standard of moral, social and politi- 
eal excellence. The. better educated the man is, no matter what the 
color of his skin may be, the better citizen he makes. 


448 Acknowledgments. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Treasurer of Home Missions to Colored People, acknowledges the receipt of the following 
sums from June Ist, 1871, to August 1st, 1871: 


MAINE. PENNSYLVANIA. 
Gardiner—Christ Ch.............. 25 00 = 00 Philadeiphia—Rev. James Saul... ae & 
ce SEL. cece eet 
MASSACHUSETTS, “ St. Luke’s Ch...... 200 81 
Charlestown—M. L. 8...........-- 20 00 Pottsville—Trinity Ch............. 10 00 
Springfield—Christ Ch............ 7 00 Lebanon—St. Luke’s Ch........... 84 35 
Marblehead—St. Michael’s Ch..... 6 00 Pottstown—Christ Ch.............. 19 35 
Dedham—St. Paul’s Ch......... pe OOLOL Morristown—St. John’s Ch.... ... 38 00° 527 51 
Amesbury—St. James’ Ch......... 1000 99 01 
H. 
RHODE ISLAND. ‘ pean ste 
Kittanning—St. Paul’s Ch........ 
Providence—St. Mary’s Ch........ 2 25 ‘ Ye Tpetis : 
0 Grice: Ch... of which ne Pittsburgh—Trinity Ch.... ....... 45 00 48 00 
from A. B. $6..2¢. 2 
£. Greenwich—St. Luke’s......... 5 00 DELAWARE. 
Lristol—St. Michael’s,amember.. 1000 43 25 Wilmington—St. Andrew’s Chapel 16 67 16 67 
CONNECTICUT. 
Yaniic—Gracei@hy 2..-.0ee kee 5 00 MARYL : 
Naugatuck—St. Michael’s......... 2 00 Bailtimore—Grace Ch.............. 100 00 
North Haven—St. John’s Ch...... 17 50 Frederick—A friend............... 2 00 
Oxford—St. Peter's Ch........... 4 00 Westrrinsier a evcmere cree 5 00 107 00 
New Haven—Miss 8. B. Poon: 50 00 
is Bon peor Os Sa 
hetiaia) | etal 30 00 DIOCESE OF EASTON. 
Poquetamack—St. James’... ..... 2 00 Great Choptank Parish........... 800 800 
Hartford—Trinity, amember..... 50 00 
Waterbury—St. John’s............ 64 00 219 50 OHIO. 
ORK. Cincinnati-—Ch. of the Advent.... 46 55 
SEY Cleveland—Trinity Ch............ 42 85 
Courtland—St. Peter’s Ch........ 9 80 es Rev. C. Breck, D.D... 50 00 
New York—St. John’s Chapel.... 20 49 Collamer—St. Paul’s Ch.... ...... 5 00 144 40 
Ww Church of the Holy neh 
ELTON GN eer tet tere 
«“ Calvary Chapel... 31 5 MICHIGAN. 
ee St. James’ Ch.....:. 58 62 Hilisdale—St. Peter’s Ch.... ..... 1 00 
Goshen—St. James’ Ch........... 90 00 Grand Rapids—St. Mark’s Ch.... 90 00 
West Farms—Gyrace Ch........... 11 05 262 81 Detroit—St. Paul’s............... 33 00 
rt 2 Jackson—St. Paul’sCh............ 8 30 
CENTRAL NEW YORK. Ann Arbor—Revy. G. Gillespie.... 1080 143 10: 
Oxford—Sb. Paul’s Ch. Family 
188 Vi DOSr  a ee e 0 ILLINOIS. 
CtiCG AON SN eA OS ee 96 00 10600 Algonquin—L.T.................. 3 00 
Jacksonville—Trinity Parish...... 1455 17 5 
DIOCESE OF ALBANY. : es oe 
Cooperstown—Christ Ch.... 2.2... 15 00 15 00 TOWA. 
Clinton—St. John’s Ch............ 00 
LONG ISLAND. Davenport—Member of the Bp’s 
2g Churches 3... ee 2 00 % 00 
Whitestone—Grace Ch........ ,... 12 00 
ee aly Gillette's Miss’y MISCELLANEOUS. 
ee Lye he 38 Se ee 1 50 A.N. Boyl 
: ele ; + UN ED O30 Seer r rect ie ace eee 8 00 
Bt. Peter's Che ooo... 52 69> 66 19 me et er ak Ae 69 80 
: tal contributed for St. Mark’s 
WESTERN NEW YORK. e cies 
burch. 
PALLON PTA, MY Ne oe, ee ee 4 00 Canten Weenie tin NO eee gions 
Hit Hollow locke... 6. cn... 1 00 5 00 i $4,014 52 
NEW JuRSEy. Amount previously acknowleged. . .11,296 79 
Jersey City—Grace Ch............ 16 0% 16 07 Total from Oct. 1, 1870...... $15,311 31 


The Rey. J. R. Love has’received the following additional Contributions‘for his Mission Church 
and School at Jacksonville, Florida: 


_Rey. S. H. Weston. $5.00; H.M.B., $10.00; J. J. Goodwin, $10.00; Rev. C. C. Adams, $5.00: 

Hoe A. White, $20.00; T. Messenger, ¢ 5.00; John D. Wolfe, Esq., $200.00; Dean of the eet 

Scouse Sen $5. 00 ; Se oe the Transfiguration, $59.09; St. Anne’s Church, Brooklyn, 

588 . 45 ; ; rysostom’s 2.37; Trinity Church, $184.95 : i r 5 ; "8. 

$60.42; St. John’s Chapel, $39.21: St. Michaels, gid ba. O83 | Christ Chireh, $80: ts sa yaeer 
Also ; from Mrs. Ogilby, Miss Floyd, and other Ladies, a Communion Service. 


